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| Osbert Sitwell 
I THE FOUR CONTINENTS 


* How elegantly Sir Osbert Sitwell strolls through the cities of the 
world in his newest book . .. Highly entertaining’— Daily Telegraph. 
‘Daily Mail’ Book of the Month and ‘John o’ London’s’ Book 
Choice for July. Illustrated. 25s. 





| Howard Clewes 
THE WAY THE WIND BLOWS 


{|| A graceful and ironic account of a journey across the interior 
| of Brazil, Bolivia, Peru and the Andes, of remote villages, 
| odd people, and the meeting-places of savagery and 
i civilization. Illustrated. 15s. 


* 


The Identity of Yeats 
Il RICHARD ELLMANN 


l}| This new critical work presents Yeats as a symbolist poet. 
It contains several late unpublished poems and a great deal 
of other material that has not appeared previously, with 
i) analyses of his more difficult poems and some remarkable 
| sidelights on his relations with other writers. 25s. 


The Statesman’s Year-Book 
1954 
iH Edited by S. H. STEINBERG 


l The 1954 edition of this invaluable reference book—a 
i statistical and historical annual of the States of World. 
\\}| It contains up-to-date official information about every 
| country and is the only work of reference to give the latest 
| information about the Communist-controlled countries. 42s. 
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Social Change in 
South-West Wales 
T. Brennan E. W. Cooney H. Pollins 


A portrait of a community in transition, 
from which valuable and even surprising 
lessons can be learnt. 2s net 


Man’s Place in the 
Universe 
l. Harris, M.D. 


The problem the author sets himself is to 
discover what general conception one can 
form of the nature of the universe and the 
significance of man as a part of it, if the facts 
of science are accepted and traditional pre- 
judices are ignored. 7s 6d net 


Science and Social Action 
Prof. W. J. H. Sprott 


The general reader and the serious student 
alike will welcome the clear and authorita- 
tive account of what science can contribute 
to urgent problems that were formerly at 
the mercy of guesswork or prejudice in the 
political arena. 15s net 


Introduction to Philosophy 


Dr. John Lewis 

The story of philosophy from the gropings 

of the early Greeks down to such modern 

schools as Logical Positivism and Dialectical 

Materialism is told with crystal clarity. 
2Is net 


For full details of all books write to the 
publisher 


WATTS 


JOHNSON’S COURT LONDON E.C.4 
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ROME 


BEYOND THE 
IMPERIAL FRONTIER 
Sir Mortimer Wheeler 


A pew survey of Roman adventuring 


| far beyond the political frontiers of 


the Roman world from Ireland to 
© author’s own 
explorations and excavations in India, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
trated. 25/- net 


ANTIQUES A to Z 
Edward Wenham 


formerly Editor of the Connoisseur 


A pocketable encyclopaediac dictionary 


| covering most branches of antiques: 


Barometers, Clocks, Copper and Brass, 
Enamels, Furniture, Glass, Pewter, 
Pottery and Porcelain, Silver and 
Weapons. Profusely 


illustrated. 12/6 net 


CONCISE HISTORY 
OF MATHEMATICS 


Dirk J. Struik 


Professor of Mathematics 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 


A very fine short histo —¥ pages) 
with 47 illustrations. 4) ne 


CONCISE HISTORY 
OF MUSIC 


William Lovelock, D.Mus. 


Professor and Examiner 
Trinity College of Music 


MUSICAL TIMES: “ Asan introduction 
to historical study it will serve its 
purpose admirably . . . can be whole- 
te one recommended.”  Jilustrated. 
1 net 


PEPYS’s DIARY 


The standard Wtn: edition—the most 

complete a 3 on 
thin paper. a 336 pages s. £445, net the set. 
Also Everybody's Pep) Pepy is, an abridgment 
illustrated by E. H. Shepard. 15/- net 
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Fully illus- | 






































Roman 
Imperial Money 
by MICHAEL GRANT 


A book about Roman imperial 
coins for the general reader, 
avoiding technical terms as far as 
possible, but supplying a glossary 
to explain them when their use is 
unavoidable. 80 half-tones and 
41 collotype plates. 50s. 


Aspects of 
Miniature Painting 


by 
TORBEN HOLCK COLDING 


A sumptuous edition de luxe 
devoted to the development of 
the art of the miniature in Europe, 
particularly in England, France 
and Scandinavia. Over 200 mini- 
atures reproduced in half-tone. 
Buckram binding with slip-case. 

£6 6s. 


Renaissance 
Dictionaries 
by DE WITT T. STARNES 


This study shows how the first 
English-Latin dictionaries were 
based on early Latin wordbooks 
for schoolboys, and reveals also 
how much modern lexicographers 
owe to these persevering, but 
sometimes naive pioneers. 35s. 
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Livingstone’s 
Travels 


HERE, IN DR LIVINGSTONE’S 
OWN WORDS, is an account of the 
travels that made him famous. 
Compiled by the Rev. Dr James 
Macnair, Chairman of the Scottish 
National Memorial to Livingstone, 
with geographical sections by Dr 
Ronald Miller. 
Books about Livingstone can never 
supersede these personal diaries and 
records, and their republication is 
particularly apt at this time of new and 
burning problems in Africa. 


With photographs and authoritative 
sketch-maps. 21s 


The Darkness 


under the Earth 
Norbert Casteret 


“The doyen of spelacologists [re- 
veals} the dread beauty of caverns 
and caves and grottoes with their 
secret springs and  subterrancan 
streams. The passages of description 
—both of the icy perils and the 
sterile loveliness; of the cascades and 
siphons; of the heart-stopping hazards 
and the triumphant escapes—are 
extremely moving.” Daily Telegraph. 


Fully illustrated. 15s. 


Manzoni and 
his Times 
Archibald Colquhoun 


By the translator of Manzoni’s 
masterpiece, The Betrothed (I Promessi 
Sposi). “Very much needed bio- 
graphy of Manzoni and a lively and 
interesting account of the ideas that 
were circulating in Italy after the 
French Revolution . . . a valuable 
picture of the Italy in which Manzoni 
wrote.” Vv, S. PRITCHETT, Bookman. 


Illustrated. 21s. 
BOOK SOCIETY RECOMMEND 


% IlNustrated leaflets of the above 


books 
obtainable post free from DENTS, 
Bedford St, London, W.C.2. 
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BOOK CLUBS IN BRITAIN: A SURVEY 
JOHN BAKER 


l 


TO discuss book clubs today is to discuss something quite different from 
that term as applied to various kinds of literary societies which have existed 
in Britain since the seventeenth century. Today we mean a group of 
bookbuyers organised by a commercial publishing concern to purchase 
books at bargain prices. Such a definition would exclude the Book Society 
and the Poetry Book Society which sells books at their published prices. 


The modern book club almost certainly originated in Germany, has 
attained its most virile and complex forms in the United States, and reached 
this country in 1937 with the founding of Victor Gollancz’s Left Book 
Club. The Right Book Club, the Labour Book Service and the Liberal 
Book Club followed, all much less successful than the Left Book Club, 
which had the character of a crusade and reached a 50,000 membership. 
All these political book clubs are now defunct and a part of the history 
of the ’thirties. The Student Christian Movement’s Religious Book Club 
was also early, and remains, in the field. 


The first general literature book club was Readers Union, also founded 
in 1937. The second major general book club to emerge was Foyle’s The 
Book Club, and in 1939 this was followed by the Reprint Society, a 
formidable affair backed by five major publishing houses. In the late ‘thirties 
there was an outburst of smaller clubs, among them the Thriller Club, 
the Peace Book Club, the Woman’s Book Club, the Gardening Book Club. 


Some still exist; others have foundered. 


Alarmed at this development the Booksellers’ Association and the 
Publishers’ Association, after much consultation and discussion, devised a 
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series of .regulations governing the conduct of book clubs. These were 
dated June, 1939 and are still firmly operated through a Book Club Group 
of the Publishers’ Association. 


These regulations are a special feature of British book club organisation 
and have probably saved the book trade in this country from the anarchy 
which exists elsewhere and which has had unfortunate effects upon the 
condition of bookselling as a whole. As the result of these regulations, 
which have been accepted by all parties to the transaction up to date, the 
British book trade has come through what appeared to be a revolutionary 
development in a state of unimpaired health. 


The most important of these regulations insists that no book club edition 
shall be published within twelve months of the issue of the original 
edition, and that book club editions shall be sold only to members who 
have agreed to take at least six consecutive choices. The only amelioration of 
this obligatory clause is one which allows members to reject one book in four, 
and exceptions are also made under clearly defined conditions where sales are 
to overseas members in areas in which American competition is likely 
or exists. The regulations inter alia insist that opportunity of participation by 
booksellers shall be permitted; they ban ‘ gift offers ’ or * dividend books ’ to 
members (again excepting certain overseas territories), and they call for 
the keeping of proper registers of members. 


Il 


During the war the status quo was maintained by paper rationing, based 
on pre-war usage, but in the last two or three years the number of book 
clubs has again begun to increase and competition to intensify. 


The four major book clubs now flourishing are the Reprint Society, 
The Book Club, Readers Union, all founded in pre-war days, and the recent 
Odhams’ Companion Book Club. Three of them have memberships in the 
region of 150-250,000 and Readers Union, with its more selective policy, 
holds 40,000 members. Each of these book clubs produces its own books, 
prices them at 3s. 6d. to ss. (as against ‘normal’ prices of 10s. 6d.-21s.) 
and pays the publisher a royalty per copy varying from 3d. to sd. 


Perhaps a dozen other book clubs exist with membership ranging from 
three to ten thousand and covering fields as various as Sport, the Countryside, 
Travel, the Theatre, Science Fiction, and even Psychical Research. It is an 
obvious tendency among small groups of readers in special subjects to try 
to obtain their books by forming clubs and combining for the purchase 
of bargains. These smaller clubs usually purchase sheets from the original 
publishers, binding them in a distinctive way. 


Looking at the matter broadly, with a purchasing membership currently 
in the region of three-quarters of a million books each month, there is no 


416 








o* hs 


Ss 9 


tl 





doubt that book clubs have extended considerably the consciousness of 
books in the middle class and upper working class publics. Providing 
that some control of conditions continues to be exercised there seems no 
reason why both book clubs and the book trade as a whole should not, 
despite the inherent contradiction of the situation, continue to live happily 
(though conditionally) together. It has indeed yet to be shown that a book 
club edition has adversely affected the sale of the trade edition. It is said 
that book clubs have killed the sale of the pre-war cheap edition; and perhaps 
that is so, but, so far as popular fiction is concerned, it is doubtful indeed 
if any of the choices of the larger book clubs would have sold as many as 
a quarter of a million copies in the free market. In trade terms, of turnover 
and profit, there seems little doubt that the two most marked features of 
post-war British publishing are, in fact, book clubs and paper-bound books. 


If there is a cause for regret in the present situation it is that booksellers, 
as a whole, have not shown themselves as enthusiastic supporters of the 
book club idea, and have seen this large new mass of bookbuyers fall directly 
under the influence of the book clubs themselves. There are perhaps two main 
reasons for this indifference: booksellers see in book clubs something which 
they consider improper, an interference with the customer’s right to buy 
the books he pleases at any particular moment; their systems are not fitted 
for the handling of book club customers, who call for a highly systematic 
treatment. 


With booksellers acting as a rather passive channel of distribution book 
club proprietors have had perforce to make direct contact by postal means 
with their customers. It can hardly be more profitable to do so since the detail 
of organisation involved in collecting small sums by post (and most book 
club members pay monthly for each book received) must eat up nearly 
the equivalent of a trade discount. On the other hand the book club in 
touch with its members is clearly more in control of its destiny. 


If the bookseller has lost an opportunity it may again come his way, 
for an increased consciousness of books among a large section of the public 
must make an impact upon the regular bookshops of Britain, and create 
a new class of customer. 


Ill 


A few words on the cultural impact of book clubs will interest readers of 
British Book News. Much of what can be said must, of necessity, be speculation, 
but some facts emerge fairly clearly. 

In the first place it can be said that the impact of book clubs upon 
publishing policy has not shown itself so far to be an effective agent. There is 
no deleterious relation between publishing houses and the book clubs which 
they own or influence. There is no suggestion yet of writing for the book 
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club ‘jackpot’ despite financial rewards which can mean relative riches 
to authors; and publishers still regard a book club choice as a lucky accident. 
The rule remains, among British publishers, that the book is published 
for the ‘ trade’ market in the normal trade edition; all else is bonus. 


So far as actual choice of books is concerned, it should be noted that 
British book clubs do not possess impressive selection committees of 
distinguished men of letters. On the whole the working directors do this 
work—aided by the reviewers—and indeed it is best done that way. An 
objective observer, examining the output of book clubs, would on the 
whole be pleasantly surprised at the standards achieved, both in a physical 
and literary sense, in the ordinary course of business. The cultural standard 
is no lower than that prevailing in general publishing. If, at one end, we have 
our Peter Cheyneys and our Micky Spillanes, at the other we have Winston 
Churchill, Bertrand Russell and Arnold Toynbee. In the main, book clubs 
address themselves to the non-literary type of reader, the type of person 
who ‘wants something to read’, but even so the level is surprisingly 
high. A member of one club could have obtained for his money in the last 
twelve months books by Carson McCullers, Bertrand Russell, Arthur 
Koestler, Gwen Raverat, Dylan Thomas, Augustus John, Joyce Cary, 
Aldous Huxley; from another club, books by Winston Churchill, William 
Sansom, Chester Wilmot, Eric Linklater and Arthur Bryant. Subjects as 
diverse as under-sea exploration, archaeology, history and travel, art history, 
natural history, fine art and architecture have all been encompassed. If 
merchandise prevails, on the whole the clubs seem more courageous than 
they need to be in terms of business. 


In this connection it must be mentioned that many of the British book clubs 
issue from time to time extra volumes, the purchase of which is optional, 
and which frequently touch on subjects—such as church architecture— 
for which no large demand can be expected but for which a sufficient 
demand for editions in small numbers emerges. Such books are not priced 
at standard prices but will sometimes cost as much as a pound. In this way 
a flexibility of subject range is secured in an effort to satisfy an omnivorous 
but clearly lively appetite. 


IV 


The future of book clubs in Britain is hard to see. They seem by their 
nature to be ephemeral, a novelty, and there were not a few wise men in 
publishing who forecast their early deniise. The overhead costs of running 
book clubs, with their thousands of petty transactions, are abnormally high. 
Yet three of the four major clubs are more than a decade and a half 
old and show no signs of collapse. The increase of paper-covered books 
will clearly affect them. What is, perhaps, also likely to happen is 
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that the popular newspaper proprietors and mass-marketing specialists will 
enter the field and in competition for the floating membership which is a 
feature of book club work tend to depress the literary level of choice and 
turn something which looks like genuine publishing into mass merchandis- 
ing. Already book club proprietors are worried by the entry into their 
field of the ‘ digested” book, usually several ‘ digested’ books between 
a pair of covers, and they fear that this certain competition will cream off large 
sections of their memberships. Whatever happens, a publishing truth will 
have emerged from book club operations which may have interesting 
applications in other fields of book production: if you can find an assured 
market you can cut prices to a fractional, almost a ridiculous, level. 


Mr. John Baker has had experience of many departments of publishing and bookselling. 
Commencing in publishing he turned retail bookseller in 1929, founded Readers Union in 
1937 and returned to general publishing as Managing Director of Phoenix House Ltd. in 1946. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 


Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
%* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 


Bibliographical Science 


BIBLIOGRAPHY AND MODERN BOOK PRODUCTION. Notes 
and Sources for Student Librarians, Printers, Booksellers, Stationers, Book- 
collectors. Assembled by Percy Freer. Elaborated and indexed by Vibcke 
Berg-Sonne. Witwatersrand University Press( Johannesburg, South Africa); distributed 
by Lund Humphries (London), 20s. 1954. 22 cm. 362 pages. Index. Paper covers. 
Mimeographed. 


This is a guide to sources and not a textbook of bibliography, but the * Notes’ 
result from the compiler’s long experience as student, tutor and examiner in this 
field. The primary purpose is to help the student who is preparing for the relevant 
examinations of library associations and schools of librarianship, and the guide has 
been designed to lead the student from the outset, in a logical course of study, to the 
literature of his subject and the essential bibliographies. An appendix gives examination 
questions related to the subject of each chapter. (oro) 


NOTES ON MODERN BIBLIOGRAPHY. Ronald Staveley. The 
Library Association, 10s. 19$4. 22}. cm. 120 pages. Index. 


These notes do not form an introduction to the study of bibliography, being a small 
section of a bibliography course, but can be used as a convenient oe to sources not 
easily accessible. The main purpose is to give some help in the study of the post-war 
problems of bibliographers and those whom they serve. Three major problems 
emerge: (1) not enough material is being published and a great deal more is published 
in circumstances that severely limit its use; (2) notwithstanding this, the volume of 
published material is exceedingly great and recording services have never fully met 
the situation; (3) facilities for consulting such material as is recorded leave a great 
deal to be desired. The author discusses these problems and in each chapter provides 
a brief literature survey. Often he gives the reader a new, or unaccustomed, sabi =” 

O10) 


Bibliographies 

THE SUBJECT INDEX TO PERIODICALS. January to March, 1954. 
Edited by T. Rowland Powel. The Library Association, 204s. for three quarterly 
issues and annual cumulation; 168s. for annual cumulation only. 1954. 25 cm. 
76 pages. Paper covers. 


This well-known Index, issued annually since 1915, is now being published quarterly 
with annual cumulations in order to provide more up-to-date details of articles 
appearing in British periodicals. Over three hundred periodicals are covered, and 

ey have been carefully selected to meet the needs of the smaller, as well as the 
larger, public library and also those of academic and special libraries. (016-052) 
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Library Science 

THE YEAR’S WORK IN LIBRARIANSHIP. Vol. XVII. Edited by 
W. A. Munford. The Library Association, 40s. 1954. 22 cm. 280 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 


This is the last of seventeen volumes which have provided an annual systematic 
survey of publications and activities in all branches of librarianship in Britain, the 
Commonwealth and many other countries. The editor states in his preface that 
* it is felt that Library Science Abstracts in company with a projected new publication, 
Five Years’ Work in Librarianship, the first volume of which will cover the years 
1951-55, will better meet the needs of present-day librarianship ’. This last volume 
follows the pattern of the previous years and contains well-documented reviews, 
by specialists, of every aspect of library work with chapters also on Subject 
Bibliography and Palzography and Manuscripts. (020°58) 


General Collected Essays 


ESSAYS WITH A PURPOSE. Salvador de Madariaga. Hollis & Carter, 
I§s. 1954. 22$cm. 200 pages. Note. 


Writing in an English that a native-born essayist might be glad to command, 
Sr. Madariaga treats with almost equal mastery subjects classified as ‘ Political’, 
* Linguistic’, “ Spanish’ and ‘ General’. No doubt his main claim to attention is 
his ample European outlook, extended by deep knowledge of the New World. 
This explains the unfailing interest of these tautly written discussions of widely varied 
subjects that are all made most pertinent to our day (is that the ‘ Purpose ’ of the title, 
otherwise unexplained ?). Yet surely the best of these essays, all good, are the Spanish 
group. In this Sr. Madariaga is like Spanish exiles in all ages, and shows, too, the 
power and character of his country. (042) 


General Societies 


WORLD LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC, 
TECHNOLOGICAL AND COMMERCIAL ORGANIZATIONS. 
F. A. Buttress. Leonard Hill, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 272 pages. Bibliography. 


A useful reference book giving in one sequence the most important abbreviations 
used in science, commerce and technology. Over 2,500 abbreviations are listed, 
including many foreign ones, with free translations. Russian abbreviations have not 
been included because of transliteration difficulties. This is a helpful handbook for 


elucidating the baffling initials encountered in so many modern learned works. (060) 


PHILOSOPHY 


DILEMMAS. The Tarner Lectures 1953. Gilbert Ryle. Cambridge University 
Press, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 136 pages. 


Professor Ryle attempts to show how apparently irrevocable differences between 
rival theories or lines of thought can be resolved, by discussing examples usually 
encountered in philosophical speculation—the problem of fatalism, the nature of 
pleasure, the relationship between the * world’ of science and that of our everyday 
am so on. The conflict may be purely verbal or have perhaps more 
subtle origins but, in each case, the author shows that reliance on a rigid ‘ either/or ’ 
approach is misleading and, in fact, unnecessary. (104) 
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EUROPEAN THOUGHT IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 
From Montesquieu to Lessing. Paul Hazard. Translated from the French by J. 
Lewis May. Hollis & Carter, 35s. 1954. 22. cm. 498 pages. Index. 


M. Hazard analyses, in considerable detail, the eighteenth century aspects of that 
intellectual revolution resulting from the application of reason to traditional 
cosmology and sociology, and of contemporary reactions against it, as worked out 
both in literature and thought and in society. Of particular interest is his examination 
of the part played in this process by Newtonian physics. The critical scrutiny of 
authority derived from a new conception of man’s place in Nature, and was the 
necessary basis for attempts to found a progressive society without religious sanctions. 
The writing is as clear as the study is comprehensive, which characteristics make 
this book essential for all students of the eighteenth century. (109) 


~~ 


“HINESE PHILOSOPHY IN CLASSICAL TIMES. Edited and 
translated by E. R. Hughes. Reprint, with minor revisions. Dent, 6s. 1954. 
184 cm. 482 pages. Bibliography. Chronological table of philosophers. (Everyman's 
Library) 

A reprint of this work is greatly to be welcomed. The author, who was formerly 

Reader in Chinese Philosophy and Religion in the University of Oxford, has made 

available the most important Chinese religious and philosophical texts, arranging 

them in chronological order and providing just so much explanation as will enable 
the reader to undertake a continuous study of the Chinese mind. The texts are 
preceded by a most valuable introduction, together with a new — giving details 
of the latest research. Professor Hughes shows that Chinese thought is at root as 
metaphysical as that of India. This is not to label it obscurantist, but to emphasise its 
abiding preoccupation with the meaning of life. (109-31) 


THE NATURE OF HUMAN PERSONALITY. G. N. M. Tyrrell. 
Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1954. 224m. 132 pages. Index. 


This is the last work to have been completed by one of the shrewdest and most 
fair-minded investigators of psychic phenomena. Tyrrell’s object here is to develop 
some of the philosophical conclusions to which he was led in his Personality of Man. 
Consequently this is a study for those who experience an increasing dissatisfaction 
with the conventional ‘ scientific view of the world’. To discover the truth about 
his own ‘ situation’ compels man to go beyond the sphere of space and time and to 
acquire a ‘new perspective ’. Professor H. H. Price contributes a foreword which 
lends powerful support to the argument. (133-07) 


THE HUMANISM OF CICERO. H. A. K. Hunt. Melbourne University 
Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press (London), 30s. 1954. 
22} cm. 230 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Hunt of the Classics Department, Melbourne University, presents in this 

volume a most interesting interpretation of the great Roman orator’s philosophical 

writings. Seeking some coherent plan he examines the series from the Academica 
to the De Officiis and finds that Cicero’s argument achieves ‘a form of humanism 
unsurpassed in the pagan world’. By constantly contrasting Cicero’s thoughts with 
those of the Hellenistic and Roman philosophers, the aie both strengthens his 
interpretation and makes the book a useful reference work for the history of 
philosophy. (186) 
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RELIGION 


REVELATION AND RELIGION. Studies in the Theological Interpretation 
of Religious Types. Herbert H. Farmer. Nisbet, 173.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 256 pages. 
Index. 


Professor Farmer's purpose is to examine the religious life of mankind, as it has been 
disclosed by the historical and comparative study of religion, from the point of view 
of the Christian revelation of God. In Christian theology, God is conceived as the 
ultimate source of all being, the perfection of values, as personal, as making an absolute 
claim, as man’s final succour and the inward fount of life and power. These elements 
are surveyed in successive chapters and it is submitted that they are found in however 
obscure and faint a degree in the general religious history of the world, which thus 
bears witness to Christianity as the norm of every revelation that has been given. 
This competent, lucid and scholarly contribution to philosophical theology should, 
as the author intends, lead to the ‘ blazing of a trail ’. (201) 


THE ZADOKITE DOCUMENTS. I. The Admonition. Il. The Laws. 
Edited with a translation and notes by Chaim Rabin. Oxford University Press, 
21s. 1954. 224.cm. 112 pages. Indexes. 


The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls has reawakened interest in the Zadokite 
Fragments, first published in 1910, for both emanate from the same type of sectarian 
group. Dr. Rabin, Cowley Lecturer in Post-Biblical Hebrew in the University of 
Oxford, has re-edited, with an English translation, the text of the fragments and 
added linguistic notes and full references to the Scrolls and other sources where 
they elucidate the meaning of the Hebrew. Parallel passages from cognate literature 
are listed in the indexes. This scholarly work is an invaluable tool which will be utilised 
gratefully by all who investigate the background of carly Christianity and Judaism. 

(221-4) 


If CORINTHIANS. R. P. C. Hanson. S.C.M. Press, 6s.6d. 1954. 19cm. — 
98 pages. (Torch Bible Commentaries) 


A useful addition to a series intended for the non-specialist reader who desires to 
discover the essential message of the books of the Bible in the light of the resources 
provided by modern scholarship. Here we are = with a clear and instructive 
introduction to the character, background, authenticity and date of II Corinthians, 
together with an exposition of the text in which the central teaching is well brought 
out and an attempt made to deal with particular passages or phrases which occasion 
difficulty to the ordinary Bible reader. (227-3) 


CHRIST THE CONQUEROR. Ideas of Conflict and Victory in the New 
Testament. Ragnar Leivestad. S.P.C.K., 25s. 1954. 22 cm. 332 pages. Bibliography. 
Index of references. 

In this erudite and important work, the writer, who is a Norwegian theologian, 

examines the ideas of conflict and victory which he considers to be central to the 

Christian message. He turns first to the Jewish background and then surveys in detail 

the evidence of the New Testament with special reference to conflict with demons, 

temptation, death and resurrection, cosmic powers and the tribulations of the Church. 

The distinctive types of conflict and victory ‘ motifs’ are analysed, and it is shown 

that, in spite of wide divergencies, they set in bold relief the picture of Christ as 

triumphant and exalted. (232) 
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LIFE IS WORTH LIVING. Fulton J. Sheen. Peter Davies, 12s.6d. 1954. 
20$ cm. 252 pages. Illustrations by Dik Browne. 


The author of this volume of twenty-six television talks is the Roman Catholic 
auxiliary bishop of New York and well known throughout the United States as a 
preacher and radio personality. Convinced that men and women are yearning for 
a satisfying pattern and way of life, he here presents religion as the final answer to 
human md | He deals with such varied questions as fears and anxieties, character 
building, teen-agers, tolerance, pain and suffering, and conscience, and relates them 
all to a religious outlook that embraces love of God, love of neighbour and love of 
country. The style is lively and vigorous, the illustrations are excellent and there 
is a pleasing absence of clichés. (240) 


MEDIAEVAL MYSTICAL TRADITION AND SAINT JOHN OF 
THE CROSS. By a Benedictine of Stanbrook Abbey. Burns Oates, 12s.6d. 
1954. 224m. 168 pages. Index. 


This work is a study in mediaeval and sixteenth century spirituality and it would be 
difficult to find a better guide to the development and content of mysticism within 
the specified period. In a series of clearly written chapters, aptly illustrated by 
quotations from the sources, we are introduced to the Victorines (Hugh and Richard 
of St. Victor), Saint Bonaventure, German and Flemish mystics and Saint John of 
the Cross. The value of the book is enhanced by an exposition of the technical 
terms which are found in mystical theology, with particular reference to the varyi 

senses in which they are used by different schools of thought. (48) 


ORIGEN’S TREATISE ON PRAYER. Translation and Notes with an 
account of the practice and doctrine of prayer from New Testament times to 
Origen. Eric George Jay. S.P.C.K., 273.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 248 pages. Indexes. 


Origen (182-251) ranks as one of the greatest biblical and philosophical theologians 
in the history of the Christian Church and his name is especially associated with 
bold speculations about the origin and destiny of the soul which gave rise to wearisome 
controversy. Since it is often forgotten that he was also a man of deep piety, we 
may welcome this excellent translation from the Greek of his Treatise on Prayer 
based upon Koetschau’s edition of the text. The translation is preceded by an 
illuminating account of prayer and the practice of private prayer drawn from 
Christian writings up to the time of Origen. (248) 


CHRISTIAN REALISM AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS. Reinhold 
Niebuhr. Faber, 12s.6d. 1954. 22cm. 192 pages. 


A collection of essays, of which some have been previously published and others 
appear for the first time. While they range over a wide field—The illusion of world 
government, The anomaly of European socialism, Augustine’s political realism, 
Love and law in Protestantism and Catholicism—they are grounded in the conviction 
that the contradictions of human existence which is corrupted by sinful pride can 
only be resolved by a power beyond history—the suffering love of God as disclosed 
in Christ. Dr. Niebuhr has an acute mind and every essay reveals deep insight and 
profound thought. (261-04) 








SOUTH AFRICAN MISSIONS 1800-1950. An Anthology compiled by 
Horton Davies and R. H. W. Shepherd. Nelson, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 256 pages. 
Bibliography. 

An attractive and well-edited anthology which should be read not only by those 

who are interested in missionary work but by all who are concerned about a land 

which seethes with racial and political problems. It comprises about 150 excerpts 

from a vast body of literature illustrative of missionary achievement, and presents a 

vivid picture of the peoples of South Africa, the landscape and climate, the native 

chiefs, the mission stations, missionary methods and problems, converts and their 

ways. Dr. Shepherd contributes a useful introduction in which he traces the history 

of South African missions up to 1952. (266) 


THE CHURCH IN ENGLAND 597-1688. S. C. Carpenter. Murray, 40s. 
1954. 22 cm. 524 pages. Notes. Index. 


The former Dean of Exeter tells the story of the English Church to the end of the 
Stuart period, aiming ‘to show how the English people took what was done and 
what they made of it’. While the first part—to 1485—contains some interesting 
chapters, notably those on the thirteenth century and medieval religion, the author 
is p mee specially drawn to the Tudor and Stuart periods, mainly because they 
are determinative of later Anglicanism. Part II is thus fuller in its treatment and more 
pronounced in its judgments and, although an attempt is made to be fair all round, 
Anglican sympathies are by no means concealed. The work is based on the study 
of original authorities, reveals wide learning and should appeal both to the specialist 
and the general reader. (274-2) 


CROCKFORD’S CLERICAL DIRECTORY, 1953-54. A Reference 
Book of the Clergy of the Established Church of England and of the Other 
Churches in Communion with the See of Canterbury. 7sth issue. Oxford University 
Press, 1108. 1954. 254m. 2,008 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Indexes. 


The main part of Crockford is devoted to a Who’s Who of bishops and clergy of the 
Church of England, and of the Welsh, Scottish Episcopal, Irish and Overseas Churches 
of the Anglican Communion. An index of parishes shows the dioceses and rural 
deaneries to which they belong, as well as the priests who serve them. An overseas 
section provides information on Anglican Churches in the Commonwealth, and in 
Africa, Asia, and America, including the Missionary Bishoprics. The preface presents 
a summary of events concerning the Church of England since the last issue of 
Crockford (1952). (283-058) 


Greek Mythology 


THE VENGEANCE OF THE GODS. Rex Warner. MacGibbon & Kee, 
12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 192 pages. Illustrations by Susan Einzig. 


This book continues the series of Greek myths retold, begun in Mr. Warner's 
Men and Gods. This time the legends he has chosen are mostly those handled by the 
dramatists, depicting the punishment of over-presumptuous mortals, and in particular 
the material of Euripides, who often preferred subjects rich in paradox or psychological 
subtlety, but lacking something of the grandeur of the Homeric myths. Mr. Warner 
recounts these tales with great skill, keeping the narrative simple and swiftly moving, 
= catching the colour and the unmistakably Hellenic quality of these archetypal 


eroes and heroines. (292) 
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Buddhism 


THE TIBETAN BOOK OF THE GREAT LIBERATION or THE 
METHOD OF REALIZING NIRVANA THROUGH KNOWING 
THE MIND preceded by an Epitome of Padma-Sambhava’s Biography and 
followed by Guru Phadampa Sangay’s Teachings. According to English Renderings 
by Sardar Bahadur S. W. Laden La, and by the Lamas Karma Sumdhon Paul 
Lobzang Mingyur Dorje, and Kazi Dawa-Samdup. Introductions, Annotations 
and Editing by W. Y. Evans-Wentz. Psychological commentary by C. G. Jung. 
Cambridge University Press, 428. 1954. 224 cm. 326 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 
10 illustrations. Index. 

Handsomely produced, this volume will be acclaimed as a standard work by all 

students of Oriental thought, and it is particularly valuable as an exposition of the 

more positive and mystical variety of Buddhism known as * Mahayana’. The 
editor provides a general introduction, and Dr. Jung discusses the distinctive 
character of Eastern thought-processes. The main text is divided into three books, 
the first giving an account of the life and secret doctrines of Padma Sambhava who 
converted Tibet to Tantric Buddhism. The second contains a treatise attributed to 
the “Great Guru’ in which he expounds the method of realising Nirvana by the 
apprehension of the One Mind, while the final book supplements his teaching by 
citations from the works of Phadampa Sangay, who established in Tibet a parallel 
system of philosophic meditation. (294°32) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 
THE SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY OF INDUSTRY. Human Relations in 
the Factory. J. A. C. Brown. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1954. 18 cm. 310 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Psychology) 
Dr. Brown, an experienced psychiatrist and author of The Distressed Mind, The 
Evolution of Society and other works, has spent several years in studying at first hand 
the psychological aspects of industrial life. Regarding each individual worker as 
part of a social group, he describes in this book the emotional aspects of human 
relationships in industry, including problems of morale, leadership, and the influences 
of industrial work upon mental health. Employers and others who have felt something 
to be lacking in earlier studies, with their preoccupation with factors of lighting, 
noise or fatigue, will appreciate this simple, common-sense approach. (301-4) 


CHILDREN AND FILMS. A Study of Boys and Girls in the Cinema. A 
Report to the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees on an Enquiry into Children’s 
Response to Films. Mary Field. Carnegie United Kingdom Trust (Dunfermline, Fife), 
10s.6d. 1954. 27} cm. 62 pages. Paper covers. Illustrations separate in XI strips 
(numerous phot graphs on each strip). 

A unique piece of research into children’s reactions both to the subject-matter in 

films and to standard techniques in presentation which may or may not be suitable 

for children of about seven to twelve years. It was conducted under the supervision 
of Miss Mary Field, who has an international reputation as a producer of entertainment 
and informational films for children. The method used was to take ‘ candid camera’ 
infra-red photographs of selected children (in the normal audiences attending regular 
children’s shows in England and Scotland) at pre-determined key moments during 
the projection of a series of carefully selected films. The report takes the form of an 
explanatory book accompanying a set of folders reproducing some 390 infra-red 
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photographs. It is of great interest not only to film-makers everywhere, but to all 
concerned with the education and welfare of children. (301-43) 


Political Science 


THE AGE OF ABSOLUTISM, 1660-1815. Max Beloff. Hutchinson, 
8s.6d. 1954. 19cm. 192 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson's University 
Library) 

The author emphasises some of the main elements in eighteenth century European 

politics. He traces the adoption in other countries of the type of monarchical govern- 

ment which flourished in France under Louis XIV. In contrast he describes 
developments in Russia and Poland and elsewhere, so as to give a just estimate of 
the extent to which political absolutism prevailed up to the time of the French 

Revolution. His final chapter shows how the later alliance between democracy 

and absolutism was already emerging by 1815. Mr. Beloff is Nuffield Reader in the 

Comparative Study of Institutions in the University of Oxford. (320-94) 


THE COLONIAL OFFICE LIST, 1954. H.M. Stationery Office, 21s. 1954. 
22cm. 362 pages. Tables. Map. Bibliography. Index. 


The first part of this official publication gives general information on the Colonial 
Office, and on committees and other bodies connected with the Colonies. Part II 
lists the territories alphabetically, and includes a list of Governors of the Colonies, 
colonial Government agencies in London, and regional organisations. Part III deals 
with the Colonial Service: Recruitment, and Record of Services. Part IV furnishes 
information on general points of interest, and contains also a list of Parliamentary 
and non-Parliamentary Papers of Colonial interest published in 1953. (325-342) 


THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES, 1953-54. Colonial Office. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 6s. 1954. 244 cm. 207 pages. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9169) 


The current annual survey of the Colonial territories follows the usual pattern. 
During the year nine territories were visited by Her Majesty the Queen. Other 
major events were the inauguration of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
the discovery of a large chemical mineral deposit in Uganda, and the opening by 
Her Majesty of the Owen Falls Power Station. The overall picture of the year is 
one of progress, though it has been marked by a number of grave constitutional 


problems. (325-342) 


THE YEAR BOOK OF WORLD AFFAIRS, 1954. Edited by George 
W. Keeton and Georg Schwarzenberger. Stevens & Sons, 42s. 1954. 254 cm. 
390 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

In this volume of an authoritative yearbook attention is mainly drawn to the United 

Nations and its activities. Articles include: Problems of International Government, 

by Max Beloff; Great Britain and the United Nations, by E. H. U. de Groot; 

The United States and the United Nations, by H. R. Winkler; The Soviet Union 

and the United Nations, by J. Frankel; The Economic Work of the United Nations, 

by S. Strange; The United Nations and the Dependent Peoples, by C. E. Toussaint; 

International Law in the United Nations, by Bin Cheng; The South African Dilemna, 

by L. Longmore; and Agrarian Reform in East Central Europe, by A. E. Moodie. 

The useful reports on world affairs are again included, and contain reviews of many 

important new books. The work is published under the auspices of the London 

Institute of World Affairs. (327-058) 
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ANGLO-EGYPTIAN RELATIONS 5900-2082; ee Marlowe. Cresset 
Press, 308. 1954. 224m. 440 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


Of twenty chapters ten cover the period from the first British occupation of Egypt 
in 1801 to Britain’s unilateral declaration of Egyptian independence in 1922— 
a period which saw the rise of the dynasty which ended with King Farouk; the 
construction of the Suez Canal; the loss and reconquest of the Sudan; the great 
proconsulship of Lord Cromer; and the abortive attempt to establish a British 
Protectorate. The remaining chapters deal with factors which in the last thirty 
years have produced the situation of today: the Constitution; the Palace; the 1936 
Treaty; the Second World War; the Arab League; post-war nationalism; and the 
Revolution of 1952. The long and complicated story is told with masterly lucidity 
and its events appraised with detachment, the actors on both sides coming under 
reasoned criticism. An invaluable book for the understanding of current problems. 

(327-42) 


FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS. Australia and the World. R. G. Casey. 
F. W. Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia): Angus & Robertson (London), 17s.6d. 1954. 
22 cm. 176 pages. 3 maps. Index. 

The early chapters of this book by the Minister for External Affairs in the Menzies 

Government give a brief survey of ‘the bases of Australian foreign policy’, its 

administration and control. The rest of the book reviews the author's and cabinet’s 

development of this policy to meet problems concerning Australia in the years 

1950-54: the Korean question, the Japanese peace treaty, the Colombo Plan, the 

ANZUS Treaty and the western New Guinea question. A list of significant dates 

1950-54 is included at the end of the volume. (327°94) 


Economics 


THE SCOTTISH ECONOMY. A Statistical Account of Scottish Life by 
Members of the Staff of Glasgow University. Edited by A. K. Cairncross. 
Cambridge University Press, for the University of Glasgow: Department of Social and 
Economic Research, 30s. 1954. 24 cm. 336 pages. 17 diagrams. 145 tables. Indexes. 
(Social and Economic Studies, M1) 


Reliable statistics on present-day Scotland are difficult to obtain, and there has been 
a pressing need for a book such as this excellent symposium by twelve economists 
and social historians. The work is fully comprehensive; it discusses, among other 
matters, the growth and movement of the population, developments in manpower, 
income, production, agriculture, industry, trade, wages, consumption, housing, 
health, crime and education, and the recruitment and training of young workers 
for industry and commerce. The statistics which illustrate each chapter relate, in 
general, to the year 1950 or 1951, with comparative figures for earlier years. (330-941) 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF VAN DIEMEN’S LAND, 
1820-1850. R. M. Hartwell. Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): 
Cambridge University Press (London), 35s. 1954. 23 cm. 286 pages. Maps. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

In producing a detailed study of a small economic unit, Tasmania, over a short 

period of time, the Professor of Economic History in the New South Wales University 

of Technology makes good the deficiencies of more general Australian economic 
histories. His emphasis on detail and the tracing of trade cycles represents a new 
approach in this field. An excellent introduction rectifies the neglect of more general 
economic consideration in the body of the work and places the study in perspective 
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in relation to Australian economic development and the economy of dependent 
colonies, of which Van Diemen’s Land was typical. The book is well documented, 
has useful statistical tables and an extensive bibliography. (330-9946) 


AN ESSAY ON THE ECONOMIC THEORY OF RANK. R. H. 
Tuck. Blackwell (Oxford), 7s.6d. 1954. 21} cm. 56 pages. 6 diagrams. 9 tables. 
Paper covers. 

This pamphlet, by a lecturer in the Department of Agricultural Economics, University 

of Reading, deals with a problem of obvious importance which, nevertheless, 

economists have tended to neglect: that of assigning each individual person to work 
of an appropriate level of responsibility, so as to make full use of talent and experience. 

It sets forth a theory relating to individual promotion and the hierarchies of control 

both in a single industry and in the general industrial sphere, and shows its relation 

to ordinary marginal theory. The argument is clearly presented, and is elaborated 

in a mathematical appendix. (331-01) 


HOW MONEY IS'MANAGED. The Ends and Means of Monetary Policy. 
Paul Einzig. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1954. 18 cm. 368 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

Dr. Einzig has won a wide reputation for his numerous works on finance, which 

include International Gold Movements, The Theory of Forward Exchange and Primitive 

Money in its Ethnological, Historical and Economic Aspects. In this work, which will 

interest the general reader as well as the specialist, he describes the changes in aims 

and methods which have been followed in modern times by governments in Britain 
and abroad in matters of monetary policy. For its size, the book is widely comprehen- 
sive, including such topics as price control, foreign trade as affected by monetary 

policy, and the international regulation of money. (332-4) 


OUT OF THE EARTH: The Mineral Industry in Canada. G. B. Langford. 
University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $3.50. 1954. 23$.0m. 140 pages. 
4 plates (double). Diagrams. Folding map. 
Professor Langford has expanded a series of lectures sponsored by the University 
of Toronto to provide a general outline of the various fields of Canada’s mining 
and mineral industry. It describes how minerals are formed, found, removed and 
processed; how mines are financed, and the role played by the prospector, geologist, 
geophysicist, metallurgist, engineer, government, mine operator and investor. 
There are useful photographs and diagrams but an index would have been helpful. 
(338-2) 
OIL IN THE MIDDLE EAST: Its Discovery and Development. Stephen 
Hemsley Longrigg. Oxford University Press for the Royal Institute of Internal Affairs, 
258. 1954. 224m. 320 pages. 5 maps. Tables. Glossary. Index. 
In this interesting history Brigadier Longrigg writes with a clear understanding of 
the accompanying political difficulties and the social and economic problems which 
arise from the sudden acquisition of wealth and the presence of highly technical 
industry in societies unused to Western methods. Nationalism, too often emotional 
patriotism, is measured against the serious practical organisation involved in the highly 
complicated petroleum industry. It is interesting to read of the failures in the inter- 
national competition for areas of exploration, in which no native capital was ventured. 
The chapter on the geological formation of petroleum would have been clearer 
accompanied by maps and diagrams, but for the rest this is a very clear account and 
is the essential background for understanding the Middle East today. (338-27) 
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Law 
A CONCISE LAW DICTIONARY. P. G. Osborn. 4th edition. Sweet & 
Maxwell, 17s.6d. 1954. 22cm. 408 pages. Tables. 


Previous editions of this Dictionary have established its usefulness and in the new 
edition some twenty pages have been added notwithstanding a new and improved 
style of type-setting. Although intended primarily as a work of reference for law 
students, this work has come into wider use as a source of legal information. There 
is also included a list of the main series of United Kingdom law reports and other 
abbreviations and a table of regnal years. (347°03) 


THE LAW IN ACTION. A Series of Broadcast Talks. Edited for publication 
by R. E. Megarry. Stevens & Sons, 7s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 98 pages. 


This reproduces a series of monthly talks on law given on the Third Programme 
of the B.B.C. Each is based on a recent decision or decisions of the Sealab commis 
and raises questions of general interest. Although given by lawyers, the talks are in 
terms which the interested layman can understand. The first two deal with questions 
of tort, the problem of damages for shock and the liability of hospitals for negligence. 
The third is on the wife’s right to remain in occupation of the matrimonial home 
after the husband’s departure. There follows a discussion on the Courts’ right to 
review expulsions from Trade Unions, while the last talk deals with the offences of 
public mischief and conspiracy. (347-04) 


SNELL’S PRINCIPLES OF EQUITY. 24th edition by A. Megarry 
and P. V. Baker. Sweet & Maxwell, 45s. 1954. 224 cm. 748 pages. Tables. Index. 


Although frequently used as a students’ book, * Snell” has a good reputation with 
practitioners for its accurate statement of any branch of English equity. The new 
edition incorporates the changes brought about by the extensive legislation during 
the last seven years and the equally important effect of the very many court decisions. 
Also, in this edition is continued the general revision and improvement in arrangement 
and substance which Mr. Megarry began in the 23rd edition. (347°8) 


Social Welfare 


STUDIES IN THE SOCIAL SERVICES. Sheila Ferguson and Hilde 
Fitzgerald. H.M. Stationery Office: Longmans, 22s.6d. 1954. 25 cm. 378 pages. 
Tables. Index. (History of the Second World War: United Kingdom Civil Series) 

The forerunner of this book, Problems of Social Policy, by Professor R. M. Titmuss, 

omitted full discussion of wartime family difficulties, as it was felt that adequate 

treatment called for this separate volume. The authors have kept closely to Poslianta 

Titmuss’s original plan. After showing why, through the mobilisation of women 

and so on, the State had to help to support family life, they discuss in detail 

the emergency maternity service, illegitimacy and the war, child welfare, and the 
tuberculosis and nursing services. Although the book is primarily part of the official 

history of the war it is full of interest for present-day social workers. (362-09) 


Education 

AN ESSAY TOWARDS A PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION. 
A Liberal Education for All. Charlotte M. Mason. 3rd edition. Dent, 10s.6d.’ 
1954. 20cm. 392 pages. Index. 

Charlotte Mason (1842-1923) was the founder of the Parents’ National Education 

Union, usually known as the P.N.E.U., and her books have had an important influence 
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on the development of education in Britain. This was her last and most important 
work, in which she expounds her basic principle that the teacher should always be 
guided by the child’s own desire for knowledge. (370-1) 


A GALAXY OF GOVERNESSES. Bea Howe. Verschoyle, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 
206 pages. 15 illustrations. Bibliography. 
This survey of the evolution of the private family governess, from early times to 
the nineteenth century, breaks new and interesting ground. Miss Howe not only 
discusses the governess generally as a figure representative of the educational ideals 
and demands of her time, but deals with outstanding governesses who achieved 
fame and influence outside the schoolroom. The chapter on the English governess 
abroad shows how great such influence could be. Although parts of the historical 
background are not helpful and not always accurate, the main theme keeps the 
reader’s interest throughout the book. (371-1) 


THE GIRLS’ SCHOOL YEAR BOOK: PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 1954. 
Black, 15s. 1954. 19} cm. 694 pages. Illustrations. Indexes. 
The official publication of the Association of Head Mistresses, in the first part of 
which Girls’ Public Schools in Great Britain are listed by towns, with details of staff, 
fees, entrance requirements, examinations, scholarships, and school magazines. There 
is also an alphabetical list of schools, and a short notice of the British universities and 
colleges. Part II provides particulars of careers for girls in various professions and gives 
a complete list of Public Secondary Schools for girls and a list of eee we 
376°058 


SEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE UNIVERSITIES OF THE 
COMMON WEALTH, 1953. Report of Proceedings. Association of Universities 
of the British Commonwealth, 21s. 1954. 25 cm. 334 pages. 


Held in Cambridge in the summer of 1953, the Congress was attended by four 
hundred members of the Association, representing over one hundred institutions in 
all parts of the world. The report contains the addresses and discussions on: Govern- 
ment and Universities; Administration and Academic Duties; Academic Mobility 
in the Commonwealth; Higher Technological Education; and Admission and 
Selection of Students. A report is also included of a symposium on the question 
* What subject or subjects today are best fitted to fulfil the role played previously 
in the university curricula by @ classics? ’ The discussion on academic mobility in 
the Commonwealth, including plans for the Commonwealth University Interchange 
Scheme, will be of particular interest to all those concerned with education in the 
Commonwealth. (378-42) 


Commerce 

FORERUNNERS OF DRAKE. A Study of English trade with Spain in 
the early Tudor period, Gordon Connell-Smith. Longmans for the Royal Empire 
Society, 308. 1954. 22}. cm. 286 pages. 2 plates. 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
(Royal Empire Society Imperial Studies) 

An attractively written account of research into trade between Britain and Spain in 

the early Tudor period, till about 1550. This had long been flourishing, but in the 

reign of Henry VII fluctuated and under Henry VIII declined. It is to be noted that 

on both sides it was active government intervention that produced these changes. 

Traders, sometimes substantial merchants, deprived of their livelihood or of their 
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prosperity by these policies, took to piracy or privateering, becoming thus ‘ fore- 
runners of Drake ’. Some absorbing tables, based on British customs records, show 
that woad was a more important import than wine. (382-0942) 


Transport 
LOCOMOTIVE AND TRAIN WORKING IN THE LATTER 
PART OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. Vol. 6. Great Southern 
and Western Railway; Waterford, Limerick and Western Railway; Dublin, 
Wicklow and Wexford Railway; Midland Great Western Railway; Great 
Northern Railway (Ireland). E. L. Ahrons. Edited by L. L. Asher. Heffer 
(Cambridge), 12s.6d. 1954. 23 cm. 88 pages. 48 plates. Tables. Diagrams. 
The last volume of E. L. Ahron’s well-known series of articles which previously 
appeared in the Railway Magazine between the wars. The charm of the early articles 
is well maintained, and great care has been taken in the selection of photographs 
illustrating the more unusual types of locomotives employed during the period. 
Students of railway operation and development of the locomotive, especially in 
Ireland, will find the major independent Irish companies described with a vivid 
realism that will enable them to appreciate the amount of work done in the early 
days in Ireland and the problems which were peculiar to that country. The book 
can be thoroughly recommended to all who are interested in train running and 
locomotive operation in the nineteenth century, and in Ireland in particular. _—_ (385) 


PAYNE’S CARRIAGE OF GOODS BY SEA. 6th edition by J. Milnes 
Holden. Butterworth, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 222 pages. Tables. Index. 

This standard textbook on that branch of the English law of contract relating to the 

carriage of goods by sea has chapters on bills of lading, charter parties, the shipowner’s 

liability, the position of the Master, general and particular average, loading and 

delivery and freight and liens. Dr. Holden, who is a barrister-at-law, has made 

considerable revision in the scope and arrangement of the new edition. —_ (387-51) 


Folk-lore 


THE PEOPLE OF THE SEA. David Thomson. Turnstile Press, 12s.6d. 
1954. 22 cm. 224 pages. Musical examples. 


Mr. Thomson has collected in Scotland and Ireland a great quantity of folk-lore 
regarding the seal and the seal man, and has supplemented this by reference to printed 
collections of oral tradition. These tales date from a past when the dwellers on the 
western seaboards depended in no small degree upon the seals for their livelihood. 
The affinity between man and seal, and a sense of guilt, shape these hauntin 

tales. The author, by introducing the narrative of his search for material, and a 
his gift for writing telling dialogue, succeeds in imparting a startling actuality to these 
stories; there is something strangely appealing about his book. (398-21) 


LINGUISTICS 


THE WORDS WE USE. J. A. Sheard. Deutsch, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 344 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. (Language Library) 

This account of the development of the English vocabulary first considers the methods 

of word formation and other processes that extend the vocabulary, and then surveys 

the contribution of early continental peoples and languages to the language that was 

brought to this country by the Germanic invaders in the fifth century. The develop- 

ment of this language during the Anglo-Saxon period, and the Scandinavian, Norman 
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and Renaissance influences are dealt with, as well as the modifications made by 
exploration, trade, colonisation, the growth of science, political ideas and linguistic 
study. This scholarly, well-written book will appeal to specialist, student and general 
reader. (422) 


THE LATIN LANGUAGE. L. R. Palmer. Faber, 45s. 1954. 22$ cm. 382 pages. 
Map. Bibliography. Indexes. (The Great Languages) 
The Professor of Comparative Philology in the University of Oxford has contributed 
to the present series a volume of outstanding worth. It will be equally appreciated by 
classical students in universities, teachers of Latin, scholars working on Romance 
languages, and anyone interested in the history and character of the Latin language. 
No previous knowledge of philological theory is assumed, and the manner of 
presentation is unusually lively and attractive. Part I traces the development of the 
spoken and written language from the beginnings to the dissolution of the Roman 
Empire. Part II treats of ‘Comparative-Historical Grammar’, with chapters on 
phonology, morphology, and syntax. The work is abundantly illustrated by quotation 
from authors and inscriptions of all periods, and an up-to-date bibliography points 
the way to more specialised studies. (470) 


THE ESSENTIAL ENGLISH DICTIONARY: English-Turkish Version. 
E. C. Eckersley and Sadik Balkan. Longmans, 7s. 1954. 17} cm. 292 pages. 
The success of C. E. Eckersley’s “Essential English’ textbooks in Turkey has justified the 
production of an English-Turkish dictionary based upon the 2,000 words used in 
the four books comprising that series. The present work, issued in a most convenient 
and inexpensive form, will prove invaluable not merely for Turkish students learning 
English but for the increasing number of people who are interested in the study of 
Turkish. In addition to the dictionary proper, there are a series of appendices giving 
special vocabularies, commercial, military, sporting, etc., as well as lists of abbrevia- 
tions and their Turkish equivalents. (494°3532) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Mathematics 
LINEAR EQUATIONS IN APPLIED MATHEMATICS. H. F. P. 
Purday. Oliver & Boyd, 20s. 1954. 224m. 254 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 
A short survey of manipulative technique for linear problems in applied mathematics, 
involving algebraic equations, ordinary and partial differential equations, and integral 
equations. Some knowledge of calculus is assumed, but the elements of matrix 
theory used frequently in the later chapters are developed in detail from the 
beginnings. Attention is paid to numerical processes, including Southwell’s relaxation 
method, and many examples are given in full detail. The basic theory of heat flow, 
elasticity and fluid dynamics is given very concisely, but simple problems on these 
are discussed exhaustively. (517) 


Chemistry 

THE THEORY OF EMULSIONS AND THEIR TECHNICAL 
TREATMENT. W. Clayton. sth edition revised by C. G. Sumner. Churchill, 
72s. 1954. 24} cm. 678 pages. 98 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The fifth edition of this standard work has been compiled by one who has had 

considerable experience in emulsion research and practice. Prominent among the 

many revisions are the new sections on paint emulsions, the continuous production 
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of butter, and the important subject of emulsion polymerisation. The consideration 
of emulsion theory has been brought up to date and there is a short review of modern 
emulsifying agents. On the practical side there is a detailed review of equipment 
and emulsification methods, with some emphasis on recent work. There are numerous 
references to the original literature and the many illustrations are excellent. (541-375) 


Oceanography 
TO HIDDEN DEPTHS. Philippe Tailliez. Translated from the French. 
Kimber, 16s. 1954. 24cm. 188 pages. 48 illustrations. 9 maps and diagrams. 
Captain Tailliez was one of the pioneers of the French school of underwater research 
and commanded the Undersea Research Group of the French Navy. In this book he 
describes his experiences of underwater swimming and photography with the aid 
of the aqualung, and gives some account of the descent of the French bathyscaphe 
to a then record depth. He has dived in many waters, European, African, and Asian, 
and for many purposes. This translated account is a little disappointing, considering 
the nature of its subject, but it cannot conceal the extent of this further triumph of 
human ingenuity and courage. The illustrations are revealing. (551-46) 
Prehistoric Archaeology 
THE PREHISTORY OF EAST AFRICA. Sonia Cole. Penguin Books, 
2s.6d. 1954. 18 cm. 302 pages. 26 photographs. 43 illustrations in text. 10 maps. 
6 tables. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 
More and more students of man’s early past are turning their search to Africa, where 
discoveries over the past twenty years have thrown so much new light upon the 
Stone Age. Sonia Cole’s new book gives an excellent summary of the finds made and 
facts known about early man in Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda and the adjoining 
territories, where Dr. Leakey, Mr. Wayland and Dr. Desmond Clark have done so 
much. The author starts off with the necessary background of past changes of climates 
and geography, goes on to fossil man himself and his pre-human ancestors, and then 
to an account of the stages of culture. The whole story is clearly set out. (571-0967) 


Evolution 
MAN, TIME AND FOSSILS. The Story of Evolution. Ruth Moore. Cape, 
21S. 1954. 23 cm. 382 pages. 50 illustrations. Drawings in text by Sue Richert. 
Bibliography. Index. 
This is a frankly popular write-up of modern evolutionary thought, but its style is 
sincere and happily free from facetiousness, and the scope includes the recent important 
contributions of population genetics and radio-active dating. The story is told mainly 
through a series of personal accounts from the investigations of scientists who have 
contributed most to our comprehension of evolution—Darwin, Lamarck, Mendel, 
Fisher, Sewall Wright—and the second half of the book is devoted particularly to the 
reconstruction of man’s own evolution. The collection of photographs, many of 
them contemporary, adds greatly to the interest of the book. (S75) 


Zoology 

THE WORLD OF THE HONEYBEE. Colin G. Butler. Collins, 215. 
1954. 22cm. 240 pages. 86 photographs (2 in colour). Bibliography. Indexes. 
(New Naturalist) 

Dr. Butler is Head of the Bee Department at Rothamsted Experimental Station and 

in this book he has produced an up-to-date and comprehensive account of our 

knowledge about bees. His survey covers not only the general facts about the remark- 
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able organisation and division of labour in bee colonies, but much fascinating 
experimental work on the capacities and senses of bees. His own discovery about 
the dissemination of ‘ queen substance’ throughout the hive, which regulates the 
production of queens and the frequency of swarming, is not the least interesting part 
of the book. Special mention should be made of the splendid series of illustrations 
because photographs on this scale are among the most difficult to take. (595-799) 


BIRDS AS*ANIMALS. Vol. I. A History of Birds. James Fisher. Hutchinson, 
8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 208 pages. 2 text figures. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s 
University Library) 

This forms the first instalment of a greatly enlarged version of the author’s book 

Birds as Animals published in 1939. It is to be completed by a second volume. The 

tremendous burst of activity in the ornithological world since the war, as well as the 

author’s widening horizon, have made this expansion inevitable. Even so the first 
few chapters on the history of ornithology are excessively compressed. The main 
part of the book deals first with the evolution and systematics of birds, then with 
census work and changes in status; migration and general habits are reserved for the 
second volume. The book forms a useful introduction for students to the potentialities 
of birds for zoological research. (598-2) 


A BEWILDERMENT OF BIRDS. J. K. Stanford. Hart-Davis, 18s. 1954. 
224 cm. 260 pages. Illustrations by A. M. Hughes. Index. 


The life story, in episodes, of one who has loved birds, studied them, and collected 
them for muscums. He describes his adventures in search of birds with keen observa- 
tion of countries and people; his style is forthright, and he enjoys tilting at 
grandiloquent ornithology. His interest gradually concentrated into a study of 
Burmese birds (he was twice Deputy Commissioner in Burma) and his collections 
and descriptions of them, forming a groundwork to Bertram Smythies’s The Birds 
of Burma (see March issue of British Book News) gave us the first adequate survey. 
But this book is as much for the general reader as for the ornithologist, and most of 
it (especially a chapter on attending an International Ornithological Congress) is 
full of witty comment. (598-2) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 
BOUQUET FOR THE DOCTOR. Dorothy Fisk. Heinemann, 18s. 1954. 
22 cm. 2$§4 pages. 17 illustrations. Index. 


The author sets out to trace the history of medicine from the earliest times to the 
“rmgers day. Impossible as this task may seem in a book of this size, Dorothy Fisk 

as produced a well-integrated and readable work. She selects the highlights of 
medical history yet does not neglect the endeavours of anonymous workers whose 
patient labours have made possible medical science as we know it today. Both layman 
and student of medical history will be interested in this work, but the latter would 
have been better served if the author had included a bibliography or more adequate 
references in the text. (610-9) 


SPINAL EPIDURAL ANALGESIA. P. R. Bromage. Livingstone, 153. 
19$4. 22} cm. 131 pages. 41 figures. 8 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 


An attractively produced and effectively illustrated monograph. The author, 
Consultant Anaesthetist to several hospitals, presents his subject from information 
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available in medical literature and from his own experience of 1,000 administrations 
of epidural analgesia, in which the incidence of failure varied between 1 per cent 
and 1} per cent. He discusses anatomy, physiology and epidural pressures in relation 
to technique, examines most carefully methods of identifying the epidural space, 
drugs and equipment, and describes techniques in great detail. A balanced, excellently 
documented account, in which the indiscriminate use of epidural analgesia is not 
recommended, but the evidence for its employment in major surgery below the 
diaphragm and therapeutically is admirably marshalled. (615) 


THE ESSENTIALS OF MATERIA MEDICA, PHARMACOLOGY 
AND THERAPEUTICS. R. H. Micks. 6th edition. Churchill, 24s. 1954. 
21cm. 444 pages. Index. 

Professor Micks, who is responsible for teaching these subjects in the University of 

Dublin and is a consulting physician, provides for students a textbook which con- 

centrates on the important drugs, and for practitioners a guide to the choice of 

drugs and methods of administration. He has largely rewritten this edition to include 
advances accepted in hospital practice, as in the knowledge of muscle relaxants and 
ganglion blocking drugs, water and electrolyte depletion, ACTH and adrenal cortical 
steroids, and the new insulins. A textbook to be commended because it presents 
authoritatively, in a clear, neat volume, an ‘account of unquestioned facts or 
principles ’. (615) 


TEXTBOOK OF MEDICINE. By Various Authors. Edited by Sir John 
Conybeare and W. N. Mann. 11th edition. Livingstone, 37s.6d. 1954. 244 cm. 
922 pages. 31 X-ray plates. 40 figures in text. Tables. Index. 

The reader is first struck by the amazing value of this competent textbook, whose 

editors, Physicians to Guy’s Hospital, London, are supported by sixteen distinguished 

specialists, all au fait with the requirements of the medical curriculum. Among the 
very considerable new material, there are rewritten or newly introduced sections on 
cardiac disease, neurology, psychological medicine, renal and endocrine disorders, 
and articles on collagen diseases and diseases of intervertebral discs. Up-to-date 
information about the sulphonamides, antibiotics, cortisone and ACTH is given 
in appendices. This comprehensive work also offers an exhaustive analysis of each 
condition with detailed instructions for treatment according to current hospital 
practice. (616) 


CLINICAL MEDICINE. Some Principles of Thinking, Learning and Teaching. 
R. D. Lawrence. H. K. Lewis, 7s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 72 pages. 
Dr. Lawrence suggests how education can help the average doctor to face the 
responsibility of treating patients at a time when medicine is constantly changing and 
becoming increasingly specialised. His approach to a subject which, since the war 
years, has been discussed ad nauseam is most refreshing and wide enough to interest 
those, in countries abroad as well as in the United Kingdom, whose minds are 
exercised by the many complex problems of medical education. (616) 


TUBERCULOSIS IN CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE, with 
special reference to the pulmonary forms of the disease. F. J. Bentley, $. Grzybowski 
and B. Benjamin. National Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, 30s. 1954. 
25 cm. 272 pages. 67 radiographs. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 

This study originates from the High Wood Hospital for Children, Brentwood, Essex, 

the largest hospital for pulmonary tuberculosis in children in Britain. It consists 
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mainly of a clinical survey based on records of approximately 1,000 individual 
patients over a lengthy period of hospitalisation and a six-year follow-up period after 
discharge in 94%, of the cases. A team of specialists evolved the classification of cases, 
Dr. Peter Kerley gave assistance on the radiological side and the authors have brought 
recent heer wh and experience to bear upon the interpretation of the records. 
Workers in tuberculosis will appreciate the lucidity with which the authors present 
their results and weld them into an important and readable contribution to the 
knowledge of clinical aspects of the disease. (616-2) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN SURGERY. Edited by Harold C. Edwards. 
4th edition. Churchill, 40s. 1954. 21 cm. 494 pages. 157 illustrations. 12 tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Edwards, previously author of this work, headed the small editorial committee 

which chose, most ably, the fields of surgery for survey and the sixteen contributors, 

who describe techniques and provide a balanced and critical assessment of their 
subjects, from their own experience and the views of other authorities, to whose 
written work they provide references. Developments in the surgery of the peripheral 
blood vessels, alimentary tract, thorax, of the genito-urinary, endocrine and nervous 
systems are represented here, as is the current interest in treatment of cancer of the 
breast and in malignant disease generally. The importance in modern surgery of 
anaesthesia, investigations and ancillary methods of treatment, such as the clinical 
application of radioactive isotopes, is recognised in this masterly appraisal of recent 
advances. (617) 


PEARCE GOULD’S ELEMENTS OF SURGICAL DIAGNOSIS. 
roth edition revised by Sir Cecil Wakeley. Cassell, 18s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 604 pages. 
29 photographs. Index. 


In its seventieth year, this textbook reappears, rewritten and revised by the President of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, in a more convenient format. It outlines principles 
of diagnosis appropriate in all cases and circumstances, and describes very adequately 
for the student methods used in the diagnosis of injuries and diseases of the various 
= of the body. Chapters have been added to include the many advances of the 
ast few years; to those on the surgery of the chest, brain and spinal cord Sir Cecil 
Wakeley draws special attention. (617) 


TEXT-BOOK OF ORTHOPAEDIC MEDICINE. Vol. I. Diagnosis 
of Soft Tissue Lesions. James Cyriax. 2nd edition, revised. Cassell, 45s. 1954. 
22 cm. 706 pages. 36 plates. 128 figures in text. Index. 


Dr. Cyriax, Physician to the Department of Physical Medicine, St. Thomas’s 
Hospital, London, provides an exhaustive and stimulating exposition for practitioners, 
post-graduate students and less experienced orthopaedic physicians. After chapters on 
fallacies, traumatic inflammation, referred pain, neuritis and non-specific arthritis, 
Dr. Cyriax lays down fundamental principles of diagnosis and then elucidates in 
great detail how these should be applied during the clinical examination of patients 
to identify exactly lesions in each moving part of the body, and in psychogenic pain. 
He also deals with pathology and treatment by physical methods, for example, by 
massage, manipulation, traction, local anaesthesia, analgesia, and exercises, and 


discusses the roles of physician and physiotherapist. (617°3) 
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ORAL AND DENTAL DISEASES. Aetiology, Histopathology, Clinical 
Features and Treatment. A textbook for dental students and a reference book for 
dental and medical practitioners. Hubert H. Stones. 3rd edition. Livingstone, 100s. 
1954. 25 cm. 1,040 pages. 959 illustrations (many in colour). Bibliography. Indexes. 

As Professor Stones claims, this is at once a textbook for dental students working for 

their qualifying examinations and a reference book for practising dentists and doctors. 

Its excellence, comprehensiveness and admirable documentation—there are now 

2,625 references—extend the range of its usefulness to consultants and research 

workers. Professor Stones lucidly discusses every aspect of disease and abnormality in 

teeth and their tissues, jaws and oral mucosa, and gives special attention to oral 
manifestations of systemic disease. He also deals very fully with injuries, although not, 
of course, with operative techniques. This up-to-date, thoroughly revised edition, in 
which the chapter on diseases of the nervous system and muscle has been completely 
rewritten, is amply and effectively illustrated, and is indeed an achievement for author 
and_ publisher. (617-6) 


Engineering: Electrical 
THE INSULATION OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT. Edited by 


Willis Jackson. Chapman & Hall, 42s. 1954. 224 cm. 350 pages. Plates. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


A broad survey of the whole field of insulation in theory and practice. After an 
introductory historical review of the subject, the book proceeds to discuss the structure 
of dielectrics, the origin of dielectric losses and the nature of breakdown. Then follows 
a summary of the characteristics of the more important insulating materials used in 
practice, subsequent chapters describe the application of these materials to the 
insulation of electrical equipment, and the book concludes with a section on laboratory 
and site testing. It is a valuable contribution to the literature of the subject and can 
be recommended to those who wish to know the principles governing the characteris- 
tics of insulation and the basis of selection of particular materials. (621-319) 


APPLIED ELECTRONICS ANNUAL 1953-1954 (Annuaire de I’Industrie 
Electronique). Edited by R. E. Blaise. British-Continental Trade Press, 20s. 1954. 
25 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


As a directory for the electronics industry this book fulfils its purpose as well as any 
dealing with a rapidly expanding science. The first chapter describes lucidly some of 
the more recent contributions that electronics has made to industrial problems. The 
World Directory constitutes the major part of the book, and is divided into five 
sections—manufacturers, materials, importers, personnel and a buyers’ guide. (621-34) 


THE AMPLIFICATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF SOUND. 
A. E. Greenlees. 3rd edition, revised. Chapman & Hall, 35s. 1954. 224 cm. 310 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


The book gives a general survey of the principles underlying public address systems. 
The present edition is a revision and enlargement of the previous edition, including 
later developments. Technical details of transformer design and a chapter on the 
fundamentals of electrical circuits have also been added. The book is already regarded 
as a work of reference for the public address engineer and this edition will enhance 
its reputation. (621-38) 
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——— Internal Combustion Engines 

THE MODERN DIESEL. Automotive Oil Engines for Transport, Marine 
and Industrial Use. Donald H. Smith. 12th edition. Iliffe, 12s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 
264 pages. 210 photographs and diagrams. Tables. Index. 


The twelfth edition keeps readers in touch with progress and future trends in the 
design and increasing use of this remarkable power unit. The chapter on fuel and 
lubricants is informative, and up-to-date information is contained in the chapters 
on the many uses of the diesel engine for road transport, rail and marine service, and 
the smaller air-cooled unit for ancillary purposes. The additional information on 
tractor and industrial engines indicates the ever increasing use of the diesel engine. 
The book is amply illustrated and couched in non-technical language which brings 
it well within the scope of the student and technician, while remaining a useful 
reference work for the expert. (621-436) 


—— Mining 
ONCE A MINER. Norman Harrison. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 1954. 
20} cm. 200 pages. 2 diagrams. 3 facsimiles. Glossary. Index. 


Most people have a very vague idea of the details of a coal-miner’s day. This vivid 
personal narrative by a former civil servant who took up work in a Kent coal-mine 
in 1942, spent five years as a miner and then transferred to the management side, 
should therefore be widely read. It describes all aspects of the life: the technique of 
coal-getting, the risks involved, the attitudes of the men to their work, their earnings, 
and ca conversation and interests. A four-page glossary of mining terms and phrases 
adds to the value of the book. (622-33) 


—— Military 

FIRE AND THE ATOMIC BOMB. D. I. Lawson for the Department or 
Scientific and Industrial Research and Fire Offices’ Committee. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 2s.6d. 1954. 244 cm. 36 pages. 2 colour plates. 22 figures in text. 4 tables. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. (Fire Research Bulletin, No. 1) 


This report presents such information as is available on the effects of atomic explosion 
on cities to give some basis for an estimate of the possible fire damage. It is written 
in a popular style and omits detailed analyses. There are sections on The Atom Bomb 
as a Fire Raiser; Effect of the Size of the Bomb: Fire Prevention; The Location of 
Ground Zero; and After the Flash. (623°451) 


— Shipbuilding 

MERCHANT SHIPS: BRITISH BUILT. 1954 Volume. Vessels of 
300 tons gross and over completed in 1953. Harrap in association with Adlard 
Coles (Southampton), 25s. 1954. Obl.224 cm. 168 pages. Numerous photographs. 
Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 


In the year concerned British output was nearly 26%, of the world total: 220 ships 
were launched, of 1,317,463 gross tons; 166 were for registration in home ports, 
while export accounted for 54, of 364,591 gross tons. A full section is given to the 
liner Olympia, built for Greek ownership, and to the large tankers which are now an 
outstanding class of ship. Despite the continually rising costs, which cause such general 
concern, British yards continue to handle skilfully a notable share in world construc- 
tion, and this is a permanent record of their work. (623-824) 
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—— Structural 
MODEL ANALYSIS OF STRUCTURES. T. M. Chaslton. Spon, 215. 
1954. 23 cm. 156 pages. Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Spon’s Civil Engineering) 
The use of indeterminate frames is often desirable on practjcalgrounds, but they 
cannot be designed by strict mathematical methods. Empigicalmethods such ‘as 
relaxation or moment distribution have become popular, but imeestain circumstantes 
even these can be tedious. Indirect design on the result of model tést$s not new, but 
has hitherto been infrequently adopted. This book is both an exposition of the basic 
principles and a development of the method by the author, who is on the staff of 
well-known consulting engineers. The book is suitable for designers and as an advanced 
textbook, and its study should greatly facilitate the extended use of stress analysis 
methods by means of models. (624-171) 


THE STEEL SKELETON. Vol. I. Elastic Behaviour and Design. J. F. Baker. 
Cambridge University Press, 42s. 1954. 264 cm. 218 pages. § illustrations. Numerous 
diagrams and tables. Index. 

This book serves the valuable purpose of co-ordinating and describing the results of 

the researches carried out in Britain under the Steel Structures Research Committee 

and later by the Department of Civil Engineering, Bristol University and the 

Engineering Laboratory, Cambridge. In this first volume attention is concentrated on 

earlier work carried out for the Steel Structures Research Committee but mention 

is made of later work bearing on the original investigation. As a former Technical 

Officer to the Steel Structures Research Committee and the present Head of the 

Department of Engineering, University of Cambridge, Professor Baker is well 

qualified to present this material, which will be of the utmost value to all structural 

engineers. The typography, illustrations and diagrams in this book are excellent. 
(624-177) 

Fruit Growing 

THE PESTS OF FRUITS AND HOPS. A. M. Massee, assisted by 
G. H. L. Dicker, R. P. Tew and Geoffrey Fletcher. 3rd edition. Crosby Lockwood, 
258. 1954. 22cm. 342 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 32 plates. Bibliography. 
Indexes. (Agricultural and Horticultural Handbooks) 

First published in 1937, this standard work has been completely revised in the light of 

increased knowledge of the pests themselves and more especially of the great advances 

made with spraying during the past few years. Dr. Massee is Head of the Entomology 

Section at the East Malling Research Station, Kent, and in order to broaden the scope 

of this new edition he has sought the assistance of a number of his colleagues, each 

of whom is a well-known specialist in his particular field. Each crop is dealt with in 
turn, the various pests being described in detail and up-to-date control measures 
given, and three final, comprehensive chapters describe beneficial and harmless species 

of pests, and give the latest information on insecticides and spraying machinery. (634) 


Horticulture Floristry 
TOMATO GROWING. F. W. Allerton. Faber, 18s. 1954. 224. cm. 196 pages. 
Frontispiece in colour. 36 photographs. Index. 


All practical aspects of both indoor and outdoor tomato growing are covered in this 
attractive book, which will be of interest to both small- and large-scale growers. 
The author, who is a technical adviser in the produce trade, has worked for many 
years among commercial growers and acquired a wide knowledge of their problems. 
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By far the greater part of his book is concerned with glasshouse culture, and he goes 
very fully into problems of soil hygiene, cultivation, propagation etc., with up-to-date 
information on varieties, planting systems, pests and diseases. Apart from describing 
modern English methods he also refers to leading practice in the specialist tomato 
areas of Guernsey. (635-6) 


THE MODERN FLORIST. A Comprehensive and Practical Guide for 
all those connected with the Florist Trade. 2nd edition. C. Arthur Pearson, 25s. 
1954. 254. cm. 256 pages. 68 plates (4 in colour). 49 text figures. Index. 

The sub-title exactly describes the scope and purpose of this book. The twelve main 

contributors each deal with a facet of the subject in which he or she is expert: the 

purchasing, display, sale and packaging of cut flowers, the making up of bouquets, 
wreaths, corsages and buttonholes, and flower arrangement for the home, exhibitions 
and special occasions. Of particular interest to newcomers to the trade are articles on 
opening and running a florist’s shop, marketing, costing, staff training and the 
keeping of accounts. (635-9) 


CARNATIONS UNDER GLASS. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 1954. 244 cm. 38 pages. 2 colour plates. 18 photographs. 
4 figures in text. Paper covers. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin, No. 151) 
The bulletin deals with the culture, packing and marketing of carnations and gives a 
selection of the varieties suitable for commercial cultivation. There is a description 
of pests and diseases and methods of controlling them. (635-932) 


Livestock Domestic Animals 

INCUBATION AND HATCHERY PRACTICE. W. M. Allcroft for 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 2nd edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 
38. 1954. 244 cm. 68 pages. 12 photographs. 9 figures in text. 3 tables. Bibliography. 
Paper covers. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin, No. 148) 

The object of this bulletin is to present concisely and in simple language for the 

benefit of the commercial breeder the fundamental principles of the incubation of 

fowls’ eggs and hatchery practice. There are sections on the structure of the egg, 

embryology, the selection and handling of eggs for hatching, physical requisites for 

successful incubation, natural hatching and artificial incubation; there follow data on 

hatchery design and construction, hygiene and management. (636-5) 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CAT CARE. Leon F. Whitney. Gollancz, 
18s. 1954. 224 cm. 264 pages. 19 photographs. Illustrations in text. Index. 
Dr. Whitney is a well-known American Veterinary Surgeon and Clinical Instructor 
of Pathology at Yale Medical School. He deals with the choice of a cat, its anatomy, 
physiology, nutrition, first aid, and breeding, and answers a host of questions asked 
at some time by every cat owner. He writes simply, often with humour, and with 
much common sense. The book is not intended to take the place of a veterinary 
surgeon but to help the intelligent layman to co-operate with him by understanding 
the problems and the treatment. The diagrams and illustrations are good. (636-8) 


Cookery 

GOOD FOOD FROM ITALY. Garibaldi M. Lapolla. Muller, 12s.6d. 
1954. 20} cm. 256 pages. Drawings by the author. Index. 

Those who already know and enjoy Italian cooking will rejoice to find that much of 

its peculiar excellence can be reproduced in their own kitchens; the unfamiliar will 
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find here a useful source of new ideas. As might be expected pasta of many kinds 
figures prominently, as do wine, cheese, tomatoes and vegetables (served on their 
own or accompanying other dishes). The admirably clear recipes follow a uniform 
pattern: the number of servings produced, the materials and utensils required 
(substitutes being suggested for any likely to be not readily obtainable) and the method 
of preparing, cooking and serving. (641-59) 


Typography 
INTRODUCTION TO TYPOGRAPHY. Oliver Simon. Revised edition. 
Penguin Books in association with Faber, 3s.6d. 1954. 18 cm. 128 pages. 62 illustra- 
tions. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 
Oliver Simon is Chairman of the Curwen Press and needs no introduction as a 
typographer. In this lucid and scholarly book (first published in 1945, and here revised 
for the second time) his aim is ‘ to describe as briefly as possible . . . some of the many 
typographic fundamentals of book production’. There are chapters on the rules of 
composition, choosing the type face, and the setting of the text; the preliminary and 
the final pages are discussed, and there are some notes on illustration, paper, presswork, 
binding and jackets. The many examples of typography are a valuable feature of the 
book, which is itself a model of good production. (655-2) 
Publishing 
ADVENTURE IN PUBLISHING: The House of Ward Lock 1854-1954. 
Edward Liveing. Ward, Lock, 12s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 108 pages. Frontispiece in 
colour and 29 illustrations. Index. 
‘First acquire a competence, and then practice virtue’. That was Wordsworth’s 
advice to Edward Moxon, whose business was acquired by Ward, Lock in 1870. 
The sentence epitomises the entire history of the Ward, Lock family publishing 
business, on whose century of activity Mr. Liveing has written an admirable mono- 
graph. It is brief; it is clear; it is accurate, and if it were only for its account of Mrs. 
(Household Management) Becton and her extraordinary husband, it would be worth 
reading. (655°5) 
Business Management: Welfare 
MENTAL HEALTH AND HUMAN RELATIONS IN INDUSTRY. 
Edited by T. M. Ling. H. K. Lewis, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 286 pages. Plate. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
As a result of recommendations put forward at a course sponsored by the World 
Health Organisation in 1953 for doctors, social workers and industrial and personnel 
managers, the staff of the Roffey Park Institution of Occupational Health and Social 
Medicine and the Rehabilitation Centre prepared the present work. Dr. Ling, the 
Director, is assisted by eight lecturers af ve represent the varied interests of those 
attending courses at Roffey Park and who write with the needs of university entrants 
to industry also in mind. The physical and psychological needs of workers, the 
contributions of those responsible for their welfare, and teaching and research, are 
among the subjects they consider. The book is to be translated into several languages. 


Chemical Technology (658-382) 

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING. Vol. IL Heat Transfer, Fluid Flow and Mass 
Transfer. J. M. Coulson and J. F. Richardson, Pergamon Press, 38s.6d. 1954. 25 cm. 
378 pages. 16 plates. 142 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This volume, based on courses of lectures delivered by the authors at the Imperial 

College of Science and Technology, London, deals with the physical foundations of 
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such chemical engineering operations as fluid flow, heat and mass transfer and 
humidification. It is primarily intended as a university textbook but should be useful 
to industrialists wishing to become acquainted with the theoretical background of their 
operations. Although the treatment is essentially theoretical, consideration is given to 
practical chemical engineering plant, such as pumps, heat exchangers, and reference 
is made to recent developments in the United Kingdom and the U.S.A., while each 
chapter ends with worked examples demonstrating the application of theory to 
practice. (660-28) 


—— Food Preservation 

RESEARCH ON FOOD PRESERVATION IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 2s. 1954. 244 cm. 60 pages. Paper covers. Indexes. 

A collection of short articles on the official and semi-official organisations in the 

United Kingdom that undertake research on food, detailing the work in progress in 

various establishments, the facilities available, and the staff engaged. The field of 

research is that of the processing, storage and transport of food. (664-8) 


Plastics 
MANUAL FOR PLASTIC WELDING: POLYETHYLENE. G. Haim 
and J. A. Neumann. Crosby Lockwood, 30s. 1954. 224.cm. 142 pages. 36 plates. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Welding of Plastics) 
The general principles of the welding of thermoplastics were described in Vol. 1 of 
this work. Vol. II deals with the application of welding methods of polyethylene. It 
gives an excellent review of the history and development of this material and the 
istory of plastic welding processes; there is also a useful review of the physical forms 
in which this plastic is available commercially. The main purpose, however, has been 
to describe gas and electric methods of welding and sufficient detail is provided to 
make this not only a useful reference work for the plastics, chemical engineering and 
general industries, but also a textbook for the practical plastics welder and those 
responsible for his training and employment. There are numerous references to the 
original literature and the illustrations are clear and instructive. (668-423) 


Metallurgy 
A TEXT-BOOK OF METALLURGY. A. R. Bailey. Macmillan, 30s. 
1954. 22 cm. $68 pages. 401 illustrations and diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
In this book the author adequately covers the whole field of extraction, properties, 
structure and fabrication, and includes a great deal of recent knowledge. Each chapter 
is provided with a well-chosen list of literature for further reading, and an appendix 
lists a large number of questions selected from various types of examination papers. 
Students at universities and technical colleges, for whom it is intended, will find it a 
sound and thorough introduction to metallurgy, and some older students will keep 


it for reference. (669) 


MICROSCOPICAL TECHNIQUES IN METALLURGY. Henry 
Thompson. Pitman, 18s. 1954. 22}cm. 158 pages. Numerous illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

A concise textbook on the essential methods of microscopical examination of metals. 

The book is intended for students, inspectors, examiners and all workers in the metal 

industries. The importance of the selection and preparation of the specimen is stressed 
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in chapters one to four. The metallurgical microscope is described with some examples 
of popular types; there is a brief description of the electron miscroscope. There are 
also chapters on photomicrography, the use of colour photography, flake and grain 
size determinations, inclusion ratings and interpretations of microstructures. A short 


bibliography is appended to each chapter. (669-016) 


Manufactures: Metal 


FINISHING HANDBOOK AND DIRECTORY, 1954. Edited by 
I. S. Hallows and A. G. Bennett, assisted by staff of Product Finishing. Sawell 
Publications, 37s.6d. (price includes 12 monthly copies of Product Finishing). 1954. 
224. cm. 498 pages. Numerous illustrations. Tables. Index. 

This new edition contains additional sections on metallising non-metallic surfaces, 

automatic electroplating plant and applied plastic finishes, and a number of sections 

have been rewritten. It contains much practical information on methods for the 
preparatory treatment of a wide variety of materials and the application of organic 
finishes, lacquers, metal colouring, paint, plastic coatings, galvanising and vitreous 

enamels. The treatment is concise and up-to-date. The Directory Section includes a 

useful list of 660 trade and brand names and a good list of British sources of supply. 

(671-7) 

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF METAL FINISHING. Edited by 
I. S. Hallows. Sawell Publications, 10s.6d. 1954. 23 cm. 170 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (* Product Finishing ’ Publications) 

This little volume gives useful, concise reviews of recent progress achieved in 

electrodeposition technique and metal finishing in twelve countries (eight in Europe), 

each review being written by an expert in the country concerned. The reviews are in 

English with summaries in English, French and German. Numerous illustrations of 

plant aid the text. Of particular interest are the descriptions of standard methods 


adopted in Germany and France for testing electroplated, anodised and sprayed metal 
and galvanised coatings. (671-7) 


—— Steel 


PROJECTION WELDING OF MILD STEEL. Prepared by the FR.3 
Committee of the British Welding Research Association on Projection Welding 
of Steels. British Welding Research Association, 3s.6d. 1954. 214 cm. 
11 illustrations. 3 tables. Diagrams. Paper covers. 

This pamphlet outlines the basic requirements of machines for projection welding and 

the qualities required of the electrodes. Suitable steel specifications are listed. The 

recommended conditions for the projection welding of sheet stecl and shouldered 
studs are based on experimental work carried out by the British Welding Research 

Association, while other suggested practices, based on industrial experience, cover 

shect steel (inclined and curved surfaces); shouldered studs; straight studs; nuts, bolts 

and bosses; cross wire welding, and plate edge projection welding. The booklet 

can be confidently recommended to welding and design engineers. (672-52) 


16 pages. 


— Textiles 


NEW FIBRES FROM PROTEINS. Robert Louis Wormell. Butterworth, 


328.6d. 1954. 22}.cm. 228 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 


Both the theoretical background to protein fibre structure and the methods of 
manufacture of commercially successful brands are included in this textbook, but 
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emphasis is decidedly on the needs of textile research workers rather than on those of 
users of the fibres. It forms a much-needed presentation of data previously scattered 
throughout a large number of articles in periodicals, and enables the author to expound 
and develop his corpuscular theory of protein structure. Many references to the 
literature are included. (677-47) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 
City Planning 
THE GENESIS OF MODERN BRITISH TOWN PLANNING. 
A Study in Economic and Social History of the Nineteenth and Twentieth 
Centuries. William Ashworth. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 


272 pages. Bibliography. Index. (International Library of Sociology and Social 
Reconstruction) 


The author is an economist who has made a profound study of the economic and 
social factors in town planning. He examines the rapid and unregulated growth of 
British towns in the nineteenth century and the disastrous social results, reviews the 
various remedies initiated by private and public effort, and concludes with an explana- 
tion of how the successes and failures of these earlier reforms led to more drastic 
legislative action in recent decades and the investiture of greater power in a still young 
and inexperienced town planning movement, and engendered a readier acceptance of 
town planning as the normal function of government. The book is sensibly indexed 
and provided with a 15-page bibliography. The social historian and town planner 
will profit by reading it. (711-942) 


Architecture 


THE BUILDINGS OF ENGLAND. ESSEX. Nikolaus Pevsner. Penguin 
Books, 8s.6d. cloth; ss. paper covers. 1954. 18cm. 440 pages. 91 photographs. 
Drawings in text. 2 maps. Glossary. Indexes. 


This excellent and inexpensive series is deservedly well known. Essex is less popular 
with the discerning tourist that it deserves to be, and one may reasonably hope that 
Dr. Pevsner’s volume may stimulate interest. The book follows the standard pattern 
of the series: a general architectural introduction to the county, an inventory of all 
buildings of interest alphabetically arranged under town and village names, sixty-four 
plates, indexes of plates, artists and places, and a glossary of architectural terms. 
(720-942) 


THE ENGLISH MEDIAEVAL PARISH CHURCH. G. H. Cook. 
Phoenix House, 36s. 1954. 23 cm. 302 pages. 180 photographs. 70 plans and diagrams. 
Glossary. Bibliography. Indexes. 


The author, who will be chiefly remembered for his excellent Portraits of English 
cathedrals, has devoted many years to the preparation of this valuable new survey. 
The origin and development of English parish churches through five centuries is 
treated in detail from the historical, architectural and social standpoint. The book 
contains an immense amount of information and is likely to be regarded as a standard 
work on the subject. It represents a feat of compression and scholarship. Appendices 
are included on the future of disused churches, on the phases of medieval fi enna 
and on monastic churches which are now parochial. Very detailed indexes are 
provided and a useful bibliography. (726-5) 
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THE RESTORATION OF OLD HOUSES. Hugh Braun. Faber, 16s. 
19$4. 21 cm. 192 pages. 15 plates. Glossary. Index. 
Hugh Braun is known for his contributions to architectural history, but he deals here 
with a subject of which he has had wide practical experience as an architect. The whole 
technique of restoration is covered, from the preliminary survey of the dilapidated 
building to the choice of finishings. In a final note he makes a plea, characteristically 
provocative, for the deliberate conversion of irreparably neglected buildings into 
ruins, and discusses the way to set about this novel task! Although partly technical, 
being intended primarily to help the architect and builder, the Soak is readily 
comprehensible to intelligent laymen. Well produced and appropriately illustrated, it 
deserves many readers. (728) 


Photography 

PHOTOGRAPHIC TRADE INDEX, 1954. Photographic Bulletin, 1os.6d. 
1954. 21 cm. 144 pages. Paper covers. 

A useful reference book for those engaged in the photographic industry. To aid quick 

reference the index has been compiled under the headings: Trade Names, Classified 

Products, Trade Services, Trade Directory, and Photo Finishers. All the addresses are 

those of United Kingdom concerns. (770-58) 


The Cinema 
COMEDY FILMS. John Montgomery. Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 
338 pages. 43 illustrations. Bibliography. Indexes. 

This book is a compendium of facts about the history of comedy on the screen from 
its origins to the present day, and it is virtually limited to American and British 
productions. It attempts little critical appraisal, but its impressive assembly of data 
about stars, studios and films makes it essential to the student of the subject. It is well 
illustrated, and the index, which is all-important to such a volume, is comprehensive 
and extends to over thirty-five pages. (792°93) 


Sports and Games 


CRICKET MUSKETEER. Freddie Brown. Nicholas Kaye, 15s. 1954. 
22 cm. 216 pages. 25 photographs. Tables. Index. 


One of the best all-round cricketers of modern times, and Captain of the English 
team in fifteen Test Matches in England and Australia from 1949 to 1951, tells the 
story of his cricketing career from his schooldays in 1921 to his retirement from first- 
class cricket in 1953. He writes of his remarkable career with considerable modesty 
and humour and, in keeping with his reputation as a fearless cricketer, is not afraid 
to express his views on controversial topics with an admirable forthrightness. Above 
all, he urges batsmen to be bold, arguing that the game in England ‘ threatens to be 
rotted by a defensive virus’. (796-3) 


THE ASHES CROWN THE YEAR. A Coronation Cricket Diary. 
J. H. Fingleton. Collins (Sydney, Australia, and London), 18s.9d. 1954. 224 cm. 
288 pages. 24 illustrations. 

In a well-written book the former Australian test batsman here presents a cricket 

diary of the 1953 series in England. It is as full of cricket wisdom and keen observation 

as his earlier books but has, in addition, some impressions of country, city and village 
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and of talks with notabilities and ordinary people of cricket and other things. 
Avoiding the over-technical and calling a plague upon theorists, Mr. Fingleton writes 
of cricket as part of the life of England which he and Australian visitors enjoyed in 
the Coronation year. Excellent photographs have been chosen to illustrate this book. 


(796-3) 


LANCASHIRE COUNTY CRICKET. The Official History of the 
Lancashire County and Manchester Cricket Club, 1864-1953. A. W. Ledbrooke. 
Phoenix House, 25s. 1954. 22 cm. 304 pages. 71 photographs. Plan. Tables. 

An excellent book which provides a very detailed history of one of the most famous 

first-class cricket clubs in England, from which have emerged many of the most 

famous personalities associated with the game. Every aspect of Lancashire cricket is 
dealt with, the play of the teams from the carly days to date and the administrative 
side. This is a book which well demonstrates the spirit of the ‘ Lancashire Lad’ and 

Lancashire tradition. Statistical appendices give the playing records of everyone who 


has played for the county. (796°3) 


GODS OR FLANNELLED FOOLS: Keith Miller and R. S. Whitington. 
Macdonald, 12s.6d. 1954. 203 cm. 304 pages. 8 photographs. 


These two authors, both cricketers, are never dull and although their book is largely 
an account of the Coronation Tour of the Australian Cricket team in England, with 
particular emphasis on the Test Matches, it contains much which forms a stimulating 
and searching appreciation of modern cricket. There is considerable criticism of the 
methods adopted in Australia for the selection of the teams and officials. Far removed 
from this there is also a lively appreciation of the cricketing ability of some great 
players of the past, and of promising youngsters now playing the game. _— (796-3) 


MODERN SPEARFISHING. (Incorporating Spearfishing, a handbook for 
beginners). Vane Ivanovié. Nicholas Kaye, 15s. 1954. 22cm. 134 pages. 21 
illustrations. Drawings and diagrams in text. 

Mr. Ivanovié concentrates on practical instruction for beginners. He explains the 

various types of equipment and their uses, the different kinds of coast formations and 

waters throughout the world, and gives a brief account of the main fish that are hunted 

(with a folding page of drawings for those of the Mediterranean). He also deals frankly 

with the dangers to be met in this new sport. The style is direct and his enthusiasm 

infectious. A code of limitation for numbers and species of fish killed is set out. (799-1) 


LITERATURE 


VISCOUNT SAMUEL’S BOOK OF QUOTATIONS. 2nd edition. 
Barrie, 15s. 19$4. 22 cm. 300 pages. Indexes. 


First published in 1947, this is not a book of popular quotations, but an old-fashioned 
type of commonplace book. It is arranged under subjects, it is indexed under both 
subjects and authors, and it has been extensively revised and added to by Lord Samuel. 
The two complaints which an admirer might venture are that there are too few of the 
compiler’s own aphorisms, and that, while the quotations are in general well chosen, 
they almost always seem too short. (808-88) 
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English Literature 


THE BLOOMSBURY GROUP. A Study of E. M. Forster, Lytton 
Strachey, Virginia Woolf, and their Circle. J. K. Johnstone. Secker & Warburg, 
25s. 1954. 224 cm. 394 pages. Bibliography. 

The remarkable personalities usually associated with this title shared interests that 

were too wide to be dealt with conveniently in one volume. The circle included 

economists, painters, novelists, biographers and writers of literary and aesthetic 
criticism. Mr. Johnstone has sensibly limited the scope of his book. He defines the 
influences of Cambridge, the philosophy of G. E. Moore, the faith in personal friend- 
ships and other factors which united the group, but he confines himself to the work 
of only three of its writers. The biographical chapters and the appraisal of the group’s 
common values are admirably done. The novels of Virginia Woolf and Mr. Forster 
are lucidly analysed without a final judgment on their literary merits being ventured. 
With Lytton Strachey’s books the author is quite at home and his verdict is altogether 
more incisive and convincing. (820-9) 


English Poetry 


BROWNING. A Selection by W. E. Williams. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1954. 
18 cm. 346 pages. Index of first lines. Paper covers. (Penguin Poets) 


This book of fifty-four poems is an excellent introduction to Browning’s work. 
Examples of lyrics, love poems, narrative and reflective poems and dramatic mono- 
logues are arranged so that the poet can be the reader’s best guide. He will find 
Browning primarily interested in human nature, presenting it dramatically by making 
an imaginary narrator reveal himself or his experience. Understanding and appreciation 
will be gained of Browning’s diction, rhythm and idiom as exactly fitting the subject 
and Browning’s flashing poetic insight. Finally he will realise which of the many 
mansions in English poetry Browning inhabits of his own right. (821-8) 


A SPRING JOURNEY and Other Poems of 1952-53. James Kirkup. 
Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 96 pages. 


Once again Mr. Kirkup exhibits his versatility in the use of the graceful yet incisive 
phrase, and a lively fancy that can play upon the natural world or upon some aspect 
of modern life—from the Coronation to a dustbin—and reveal something illuminating 
if not, in the main, particularly profound. Mr. Kirkup can produce a lyric with a 
contemporary edge to it, a telling piece of description, a satirical comment, or a poem 
in a meditative vein with equal assurance. He is, perhaps, a little too glib, but there is a 
warmth of fecling and a crystal clarity in his work which should bring him many 
readers. (821-9) 


RHYMES FOR MIDDLE YEARS. Dorothy Wellesley. Barrie, 10s.6d. 
19$4. 19 cm. 70 pages. Drawings by Faith Jacques. 


The Duchess of Wellington has made a collection of some ninety of her short verses 
about childhood. Her concern is with nurseries, teddy-bears, and rocking-horses and 
not with nursery schools, space ships, and toy jet planes, and the poems will therefore 
appeal—as the title implies—to nostalgic adults rather than to modern children. In 
any case, would a child fully appreciate the delicious humour, charm, and elegance 
of these verses which have a quality of poetry too modestly disclaimed by their 
author? There is a delight in this book, which the drawings enrich. (821-9) 
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MORAL STORIES. David Wright. Verschoyle, 6s. 1954. 19cm. 42 pages. 
Known as an anthologist, David Wright has here made a first collection of his own 
poems. It reveals him as skilled in the use of a colloquial style that is sometimes laconic 
and witty and sometimes exuberantly uninhibited. His work is varied in form and 
subject, including epistles and translations, “ characters” of himself and his friends, 
poems about South Africa, where he was born, and ancient Greece, where he obviously 
feels at home. The * Moral Stories’ of the title are retellings of legends with topical 
point. The poems are bookish—though not excessively so—and have the merit of 
lucidity. (821-9) 


English Drama 

ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA. William Shakespeare. Edited by M. R 
Ridley. Based on the edition of R. H. Case. Methuen, 18s. 1954. 22 cm. 342 pages 
(Arden Shakespeare) 


The original Arden volume of 1909 edited by R. H. Case was an exceptionally well 
presented text and the new editor finds comparatively little to change, except for a 
stricter adherence to Folio readings. He brings a fresh and very alert approach, 
however, to the problems of punctuation, now revised in the light of Dr. Percy 
Simpson’s conclusions, and also to questions of staging and production. Case’s 
admirable introduction is reprinted and Mr. Ridley adds an extremely interesting 
section on the dramatic motivation of Cleopatra’s suicide and also new appendices 
on the staging of the monument scene and the final scene. (822-3) 


THE TEMPEST. William Shakespeare. Edited by Frank Kermode. sth edition, 
revised and reset. Methuen, 16s. 1954. 22 cm. 256 pages. Musical examples. Notes. 
(Arden Shakespeare) 

The Tempest, as the first play of the 1623 Folio, was onc of the most carefully set up 

and punctuated, and presents comparatively few textual problems. Mr. Kermode’s 

contribution lies principally in interpretative criticism. Morton Luce, his predecessor, 
preferred the autobiographical view of the play as being intimately related to 

Shakespeare’s supposed emergence from a spiritual crisis. Mr. Kermode regards it as 

a much more detached handling of the contrast between natural and artificial human 

society. His introduction includes an excellent summary of modern criticism of the 

play, and there is an interesting appendix which prints the contemporary music 

for three of the songs. (822-3) 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE: THE COMPLETE WORKS. Including 
a Biographical and General Introduction, Glossary and Index of Characters. 
Edited by Charles Jasper Sisson. Odhams Press, 25s. 1954. 253. cm. 1,428 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. 

Professor Sisson’s Shakespeare is something of a landmark in the publishing of such 

complete editions. Each play is prefaced by a commentary which discusses both the 

dramatic character of the play and its textual history and mentions the most important 
disputed readings. The reader is thus familiarised with the immense variety of the 
problems of modern Shakespearean scholarship so far as he is likely to be interested. 

The play Sir Thomas More, now generally agreed to be partly Shakespeare’s work, 

is included. There is an extensive introduction, with essays on Shakespeare’s life, on the 

textual and linguistic problems of the plays and on the theatrical conditions and 
the music of the Elizabethan age. In short, this is a volume designed equally effectively 
for the general reader, the teacher and the producer. The editing and production are 

admirable and the cost remarkably low. (822-3) 
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THE DARK IS LIGHT ENOUGH. A Winter Comedy. Christopher Fry. 
Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 112 pages. 


Had it been written at the beginning of the last century, the plot of this ‘ winter 
comedy” in verse (following the ‘spring’ and ‘autumn’ of The Lady’s Not for 
Burning and Venus Observed) might have served any of the Gothic dramatists of that 
time. But in this mid-twentieth century poet’s hands, the plot lies unobtrusive in the 
background. The Countess dominates the play and all else is subservient. The Countess 
symbolises life and to her everyone—common soldier or philosopher, generous spirit 
or treacherous friend—is worthy in that he is alive. Such liberality brings tenderness 
and tolerance, such sweetness engenders adoration and devotion. Yet the handling of 
this muted ‘ comedy ’ has its particular difficulties, and although plumbing greater 
depths the play does not equal the two earlier pieces of the trilogy in form and impact. 


(822-9) 


THE SLEEPING PRINCE. Terence Rattigan. Hamish Hamilton, 7s.6d. 
1954. I9 cm. 126 pages. Frontispiece. 


From comedy, historical drama and deep tragedy Terence Rattigan has moved to an 
ingenious and witty entertainment that is completely a vehicle for the theatre. It is 
described as ‘ an occasional fairy tale’ and the’ incidents in the story—of a young 
American actress in the London of 1911 entangled in the schemes of a visiting king 
from Carpathia—are preposterous, surprising and freshly amusing. The author is the 
most adroit of craftsmen and from the flimsiest material has conjured a most successful 
two-act play. (822-9) 


English Fiction 
GRAHAM GREENE AND THE HEART OF THE MATTER. 
An Essay. Marie-Béatrice Mesnet. Cresset Press, 10s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 126 pages. 
Bibliography. 
In Britain Graham Greene is popular as a novelist of unusual individuality and power, 
but in France his reputation is also that of an important religious thinker. Mlle. 
Mesnet’s book, written in English, concentrates on three novels—Brighton Rock, 
The Power and the Glory, and The Heart of the Matter—as having a central position in 
Graham Greene’s view of life, a view that sees evil as the way of the world and 
suffering as the price of that evil. With Mr. Greene, she shares the Roman Catholic 
interpretation of this situation, though neither writer offers an explanation, for man 
cannot conceive ‘ the appalling strangeness of the mercy of God ’. For all its brevity, 
this is a deeply searching study of a writer revealing himself in his work. (823-9) 


English Humour 


SENSE OF HUMOUR. Stephen Potter. Reinhardt, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 
286 pages. Photograph. Drawings in text. Index. 


The compiler describes this book as ‘a collection of pages of English writing which 
I have enjoyed because they were lightly funny, or deeply humorous, or something 
between the two ’. It should be emphasised that it is a sustained attempt to illustrate 
the national sense of humour, from Chaucer to Graham Greene. Mr. Potter may not 
have clarified the matter for all time, but he has produced a most attractive and 
original book. There are a few sad omissions—among them, Captain Marryat—but 
the range is as wide as the choice of passages is felicitous. (827-08) 
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Italian Literature 


ALESSANDRO MANZONI. Bernard Wall. Bowes & Bowes (Cambridge), 
6s. 1954. 18} cm. 64 pages. Biographical and bibliographical notes. (Studies in 
Modern Literature and Thought) 


See page 457. (853-7) 


Greek Literature 


FABLES OF AESOP. A new translation by S. A. Handford. Penguin 
Books, 2s.6d. 1954. 18 cm. 250 pages. Illustrations by Brian Robb. Notes. Paper 
covers. (Penguin Classics) 


Many of these homely anecdotes, inspired by the behaviour of the animal world and 
drawing a moral or a counsel of self-preservation, were familiar five centuries before 
Christ. These and later additions were loosely attributed to Aesop who flourished, if 
at all, at least a century earlier. The editor has selected some two hundred of the early 
fables and added a few Latin or Christian versions. Neither their style nor their 
subject-matter make great demands on the translator, but Mr. Handford’s English is 
crisp and straightforward and he contributes a valuable introduction on the origins 
and variations of the fables. . (888) 


Persian Literature 


PERSIAN POEMS. An Anthology of Verse Translations. Edited by A. J. 
Arberry. Dent, 6s. 1954. 184m. 256 pages. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
(Everyman’s Library) 


Professor Arberry’s latest offering, within the scope of his general purpose of bringing 
the fruits of Oriental scholarship to a wider public, is likely to maintain the high level 
of popularity reached by his many other books. Translation from the Persian has for 
nearly 200 years been a recognised genre in English literature, and one in which poets, 
scholars and men of affairs have all shown their skill. The present volume contains a 
choice selection from this output, and at the same time affords a fair idea of the range 
and peculiar genius of Persian poetry. Many of the versions, as might be expected, 
are from the compiler’s own accomplished pen. Besides a neat and tasteful introduc- 
tion, there are notes on the poets, Seqvenhio of the translators and a glossary of 
terms and proper names. (891-5) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
Maps 
THE WORLD MAP BY RICHARD OF HALDINGHAM IN 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL, circa A.D.1285. With a memoir by G. R. 
Crone. Royal Geographical Society, 70s. 1954. (Memoir) 32 cm. 38 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. (Map) 9 map sheets, 51 x 634 cm. 1 sheet of diagrams. All in folder. (Royal 
Geographical Society Reproductions of Early Manuscript Maps, Ill) 


The circular world map drawn on a single skin of vellum and preserved in Hereford 
Cathedral for over six centuries is one of the great cartographic monuments of the 
Christian Middle Ages. The largest medieval mappa mundi now surviving, it strikingly 
illustrates the geographical ideas of its period and their descent from Roman proto- 
types which (as Mr. Crone demonstrates) probably go back to the fourth century and 
perhaps even to the age of Augustus. Mr. Crone’s introduction to the present collotype 
facsimile—uncoloured and on about three-quarters the original scale—of this splendid 
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map lucidly describes the topographical content of the map and traces it to its sources. 
His shrewd identification of elements from medieval itineraries leads him to the 
convincing suggestion that the map ‘ was compiled with the purpose of showing 
the routes through Europe to the Holy Land and Egypt’. (912) 


Ancient World 
ARCHAEOLOGY FROM THE EARTH. Sir Mortimer Wheeler. 
Oxford University Press, 258. 1954. 224 cm. 234 pages. 33 illustrations and 21 text 
figures (including 2 maps). Bibliography. Index. 
Sir Mortimer Wheeler has had thirty years’ experience as a director of excavations in 
Europe, Africa and Asia, and this book summarises the skills, the knowledge and the 
philosophy which he has won from so vast an experience. He is well known alike 
for the brilliant tactics with which he conducts a dig and for the great powers of 
strategic planning he showed when Director General of Archaeology in India. We can 
be glad to have what is at once a record of the life’s work of a master of the spade 
and a practical handbook for students of excavation. Sir Mortimer seldom fails to be 
vigorous and readable, and few will wish to dispute his view that, however scientific 
its methods, archaeology is an humane subject concerned with the imaginative 
reconstruction of the lives of men and women. (913) 


Travel and Topography 


THE LITTLE TOUR. Andorra. Monaco. Liechtenstein. San Marino. 
Giles Playfair and Constantine FitzGibbon. Cassell, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 232 pages. 
29 photographs. 5 maps. Bibliography. 

The four miniature states of Europe which form the subject of this book owe their 

existence to their inaccessibility at a time when the greater states were consolidating 

their territories, and in recent times their picturesque settings, also springing from this 
inaccessibility, have helped to attract a lucrative tourist traffic. Written to amuse as 
well as to instruct, the chapters contain a good deal of solid information. We see 

Andorra see-sawing between French and Spanish influence, Monaco in the aftermath 

of its golden age, Liechtenstein’s spectacular evolution as a tourist centre, and the 

humorous and gay patriots of San Marino facing an uncertain future. The themes are 

treated acutely, sometimes mockingly, but usually good-humouredly. (914) 


NORTHUMBERLAND. Thomas Sharp. New, revised edition. Faber, 
12s.6d. 1954. 234.cm. $2 pages. 47 illustrations. Decorations. 3 maps in colour. 


(Shell Guides) 


A second edition of an excellent guide, and practically a new book, with a chapter on 
* The Face of Northumberland ’, another on * The Fortified Frontier’ (Roman Wall 
and medieval castles), and a candid Gazetteer. The author, a well-known planni 

consultant, has succeeded in conveying the essential nature of Northumberland, whick 
(away from the Newcastle area) is the quietest and most sparsely settled of English 
counties, with lovely hills and dales and a superb and unspoilt coast line. The illustra- 
tions, an integral part of the series, could hardly be bettered, and the maps are 
Bartholomew’s }-inch, coloured and contoured. (914-2) 


UNDERSTANDING THE FRENCH. Elliot Paul. Muller, 10s.6d. 1954. 
19cm. 160 pages. 6 illustrations. 


The author of A Narrow Street has special qualifications for talking about the French. 
He has lived among them for long enough to know that they are a people about 
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whom it is dangerous to generalise. This book might perhaps better be called “ More 
material towards understanding the French’. The inductive approach yields a series 
of character sketches and real life studies in the author’s graphic vein. The latter part 
of the book consists of a survey of the provinces of France which are the source of 
her strength. This throws further interesting light upon ‘ the least banal of people’. 

(914-4) 


THE WAY OF THE FOUR WINDS. Yrjé Kokko. Translated from the 
Finnish by Naomi Walford. Gollancz, 16s. 1954. 22} cm. 286 pages. 48 plates. Index. 


This book, awarded the Grand Literary Prize of the Finnish State in 1949, is a solid, 
leisurely story of a community of Finnish Lapps, rich in detail of daily life and personal 
relationships, and giving an insight into their mental processes. The reader who, 
enjoying these massive, realistic compositions, continues to the end, will understand 
a great deal about one of the last nomadic peoples of Europe. Suspicious of outsiders, 
ill-adjusted to modern trends, and harried by war, their hardiness, tenacity and close 
knowledge of nature have enabled them to preserve their identity. (914-895) 


JOURNEY BY JUNK. Willard Price. Heinemann, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 
232 pages. 17 photographs. 3 maps by the author. Index. 


In this very readable book, the narrative of a six weeks’ voyage by junk through the 
dangerous waters of the Inland Sea of Japan is combined with observations on trends 
in Japan since the end of the Occupation. Mr. Price makes the most of the contrasts 
between the modern industrial centres and the seats of the older culture which he 
visited. His view of contemporary Japan is disquieting, and he is critical of the results 
of the MacArthur policy. If some of the topics are treated briefly, the book does make 
the point firmly that the Japanese dilemma is rooted in the fact that too many 
Japanese are living on too little land. (915-2) 


A RIDE ON A TIGER. The Curious Travels of Victor Jacquemont. 
David Stacton. Museum Press, 16s. 1954. 22} cm. 222 pages. 9 plates. Map. 
Bibliography. 

Among the curious travellers in the East, Jacquemont well merits this entertaining 

biography, the first to yd in English. After a youth spent in Paris, where he was 

welcomed in the salons of the famous, he was sent off to America in 1826, and thence, 
thanks to the influence of the naturalist Baron Cuvier, was sent to India on a scientific 
mission. Unhappily he died only four years later in 1832. A prolific letter writer and 
diarist, with introductions everywhere, he travelled widely, entered Kashmir and 

Tibet, and made friends with Ranjit Singh the formidable Sikh leader. He provides 

ample pen-pictures of the life of Indian rulers and British officials of the day, quite 

worth reviving in this not too serious account of his adventures. (915-4) 


Biography 

TELL FREEDOM. Peter Abrahams. Faber, 12s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 312 pages. 
The well-known African novelist and journalist turns back to recollections of his 
childhood and adolescence in the slums of Johannesburg. His autobiography ends with 
his departure for England at the age of twenty. In an earlier book, Return to Goli (1953), 
he has shown what the native quarters of Johannesburg look like to a coloured man 
who has lived his life and won recognition, respect, and independence in the freedom 
of England and America. Here he delves into the background of his childhood and 
the roots of the bitterness engendered by the colour bar. (92) 
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ROUGHING IT ON THE RUE DE LA PAIX. Dorothy Adelson. 
Staples Press, 10s.6d. 1954. 204 cm. 256 pages. 


To many foreigners who have lived in Paris since the war, this lively and amusing 
narrative will recall, albeit with a certain nostalgia, the difficulties and exasperations, 
first of finding and setting-up an appartement and then of adjustment to the quickened 
emotional tempo of life in this proverbially gay city. Where dining is a sacred rite, 
clothes an inspired art and love an essential pastime, the more mundane arts of 
plumbing and heating and the less interesting virtues of efficiency and reliability tend 
to take second place. Sketched with a sense of humour and a shrewd eye for essentials, 
this account of an American woman’s struggle to adapt herself to post-war Paris 
gives the reader a vivid impression of many aspects of French life which still preserve 
much of the gaiety, charm and insouciance usually associated with la vie Parisienne. 


(92) 


THE JOURNAL OF WILLIAM BECKFORD IN PORTUGAL 
AND SPAIN 1787-1788. Edited with an introduction and notes by Boyd 
Alexander. Hart-Davis, 30s. 1954. 22 cm. 340 pages. 8 plates. 2 maps. Genealogical 
tables. Glossary. Index. 


William Beckford, dilettante millionaire and capricious voluptuary, first visited the 
Iberian peninsula in 1787 and recorded his impressions of Portugal and Portuguese 
society in a series of brilliant and unrivalled descriptions. These he published forty- 
seven years later, as Sketches of Spain and Portugal, then omitting all personal details. 
Mr. Boyd Alexander, presenting the original journal from the Hamilton Papers, 
restores to the colour and liveliness of the book the warm intimacy of the author and 
his sensibilities. This new contribution to the Beckford canon is edited with industry 
and discernment and rewards alike both scholar and general reader. (92) 


THE JOURNALS OF ARNOLD BENNETT. Selected and edited, 
with an introduction, by Frank Swinnerton. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1954. 18 cm. 
494 pages. Paper covers. 

An entirely new selection from the four bulky volumes published during and after 

Bennett’s lifetime. The book constitutes a candid self-portrait, revealing Arnold 

Bennett (1867-1931) as a man to whom participation in the commonplaces of daily 

life was a mystical experience. Facts—their contemplation and measurement—were 

the sustenance of his soul: he counted everything, how long it took him to get rid 
of neuralgia, to write 5,000 words, to get an idea for a short story; how much people 
earned, the exact time at which guests arrived for a tennis party, the distance covered 
during a walk. If his taking an auditor’s view of life is to be debited to him, much 
must be entered in the credit column—zest; shrewd judgment of events, people, 
books; an eye for crucial detail; mastery of a sturdy, clear style. (92) 


THE BRONTE LETTERS. Selected and with an introduction by Muriel 
Spark. Peter Nevill, 13s.6d. 1954. 224 cm. 208 pages. Index. 


The letters printed here had already appeared in the Wise and Symington edition of 
1932 and no new material is included. However, by reducing the selection to a single 
volume the contrasts between the two generations of the Bronté family and between 
the children themselves are more clearly revealed. Anne and Emily are represented by 
little more than ‘ birthday letters’, annual records for future retrospection, and 
Branwell by hopeful missives to the literary lions of the day. The lion’s share is 
Charlotte’s and she dominates on paper overwhelmingly, as she did in life, by her 
perseverance and force of character. Miss Spark contributes a helpful introduction. (92) 
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EDWARD AUGUSTUS, DUKE OF CUMBERLAND AND KING 
OF HANOVER. G. M. Willis. Barker, 35s. 1954. 224.cm. 446 pages. 16 
illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


During his lifetime, the fifth son of George III was so feared and hated as the leader 

f high toryism in England that he became the victim of endless scurrilous attacks 
imputing to him behaviour too scandalous to be credible. After painstaking research, 
the author has told the story of the Duke’s life with sympathy, bringing out very 
clearly the reasons for his unpopularity, and the courage with which he stood up to 
his detractors. There was room for a study such as this, which not only sets out the 
character of the Duke in a wholly new light, but also makes a solid contribution to 
the intricate political history of the time, not only in England but also in Hanover, 
where he was in his later years a very successful ruler. (92) 


COUNTRY LIFE PICTURE BOOK OF THE ROYAL TOUR 
1953-54. Country Life, 12s.6d. 1954. 29} cm. 64 pages including frontispiece in 
colour and 82 photographs. Map. 


A record in pictures of the Queen’s recent tour of Commonwealth and Colonial 
territories, from the departure from London Airport to the return to Buckingham 
Palace. The pictures are clear and the captions confined to essentials. A pleasing 
souvenir of a momentous journey. (92) 


HALF-TERM REPORT. An Autobiography. William Douglas Home. 
Longmans, 15s. 1954. 22 cm. 216 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 


William Douglas Home, actor and playwright, the son of the thirteenth Earl of Home, 
was born in 1912. He writes of his childhood, of life at Eton, Oxford (from which 
he was twice ‘sent down’) and in the army. Towards the close of the last war he was 
sentenced to twelve months’ hard labour for refusing to obey an order in France. 
Out of his prison experiences came his fine play about prison life, Now Barabbas, 
and from incidents in his political life as an independent candidate he created the 
comedies, The Chiltern Hundreds and The Manor of Northstead. From this straight- 
forward account of himself he emerges as a bold and challenging personality. (92) 


WARREN HASTINGS. Keith Feiling. Macmillan, 30s. 1954. 224 cm. 
432 pages. 7 plates. Bibliography. Index. 


With characteristic modesty the author insinuates that the time has not yet come for 
a complete study of this British pioneer in India; that more special studies will have 
to be written before there can be a satisfying account of his manifold activities; and 
that he himself has concentrated on the purely personal problems of the formative 
years before Hastings became Governor-General, and on his relations with the British 
Government and East India House, which were to be the source of his tragedy. But 
Professor Feiling has gone back to the original authorities, and, in particular, has had 
the use of Hastings’s unpublished letters to George Vansittart, his greatest friend in 
India. The result is a scholarly survey, a book which is not only certain to be a starting 
point for all future studies, but is also a splendid modern biography. (92) 


W. H. HUDSON. Ruth Tomalin. Witherby, 9s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 144 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. (Great Naturalists) 


More than half of this biography is devoted to Hudson’s early years in South America 
and this emphasis is just, because not only did the experiences of this period permeate 
his subsequent outlook and writings, but they occupied well over a third of his 
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lifetime, a fact which we are apt to overlook. Miss Tomalin writes colourfully, but 
Hudson was a colourful personality, and the story of his struggles in middle and later 
life to achieve literary excellence (not fame) is told with a vivid sympathy. (92) 


SO FULL A GLORY. A Biography of Marshal de Lattre de Tassigny. 
Major-General Sir Guy Salisbury-Jones. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 
300 pages. 8 illustrations. 14 maps. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 

An authoritative biography of the greatest French soldier of this generation, described 

by the late Lord Norwich in his foreword as ‘ the last of the Beaux Sabreurs’. After 

service in the First World War and in Morocco, de Lattre made his name as a divisional 
commander opposing Guderian’s panzers in 1940, and again showed his merit in the 
closing stages of the war in Europe. It was in 1950 that his vivid personality and 
leadership in Indo-China saved France when, immediately after his arrival, he changed 
near-defeat at Vinh-Yen into victory and raised the morale of his armies to a high 
level. Further successes led to the speedy creation of a Vietnamese Army. In the 
autumn of 1951 de Lattre was stricken by cancer and died in January 1952. (92) 


THE HOME LETTERS OF T. E. LAWRENCE AND HIS 
BROTHERS. Blackwell (Oxford), 63s. 1954. 234 cm. 748 pages. 45 illustrations. 
Drawings in text. Indexes. 

Of the five Lawrence brothers this collection contains the correspondence, with their 

father and mother, of three: T.E., Will and Frank, the last two killed in action in 

1915. All three reveal, behind an undemonstrative, even offhand tone, the deepest 

attachment to their parents. Of Frank, who died at twenty-two, and Will, whose 

career as a school-master had scarcely taken shape, these letters can suggest little more 

than the tragedy of unfulfilled promise. Two-thirds of the book consists of T.E.’s 

correspondence. Almost all of this is now published for the first time, but scarcely 

provides a fresh clue to his enigmatic personality. The most attractive letters are those 
written on his early travels as a student and archaeologist, when his judgments and 
enthusiasms were comparatively unreserved. From 1915 onwards his letters become 
more and more records of fact, the personal element impenetrably veiled. The text 
is impeccably edited and handsomely illustrated. (92) 


MANZONI AND HIS TIMES. A Biography of the Author of The 
Betrothed (I Promessi Sposi). Archibald Colquhoun. Dent, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 292 pages. 
25 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

ALESSANDRO MANZONI. Bernard Wall. Bowes & Bowes (Cambridge), 
6s. 1954. 18} cm. 64 pages. Biographical and bibliographical notes. (Studies in 
Modern European Literature and Thought) 

Mr. Colquhoun’s recent translation of I Promessi Sposi contributed immensely to the 

appreciation of a great novelist whose work has been unjustly neglected outside Italy. 

It has suffered from its rather superficial resemblance to Scott’s novels. Manzoni 

possessed an altogether profounder understanding of the social and spiritual upheavals 

of his age, and this ably written biography describes the formative background of his 

writing, especially the years spent in the Paris of the early Empire. Mr. Wall’s is a 

literary study. He recognises the unfamiliarity of I Promessi Sposi to most readers and 

puts the case for it most persuasively by contrast and comparison. He compares 

Manzoni with Shakespeare for the richness of his characterisation, and for his mastery 

of Italian provincial and middle-class life he contrasts the book with Stendhal’s 

portrait of salon society. It would be hard to find a better balanced or more concise 

estimate in English. (92) (853-7) 
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MARGARET OF AUSTRIA. Regent of the Netherlands. Jane de Iongh. 
Translated from the Dutch by M. D. Herter Norton. Cape, 18s. 1954. 23 cm. 
224 pages. 6 plates. Endpaper map. Genealogical table. Bibliography. Index. 


Margaret of Austria (1480-1530) was a figure of some importance in the political 
history of Europe in the early years of the sixteenth century. The daughter of the 
Emperor Maximilian, her matrimonial experiences were tragic—she lost two husbands 
before she was twenty-three—but she did not sink into a secluded widowhood. In 1503 
her father made her his Regent over the Netherlands. It was a period of great activity 
and war, in which the Empire was involved, and in these circumstances she proved 
herself a very skilful diplomatist. Her career has been studied by several historians, 
but this very readable biography is the first to bring her before an English public. (92) 


NAPOLEON’S LETTERS. Selected, translated and edited by J. M. 
Thompson. Dent, 6s. 1954. 184.cm. 314 pages. Facsimile of signatures. Indexes. 
(Everyman's Library) 

If a man reveals himself in his letters, then surely Napoleon should be completely 

known. It has been estimated that during his reign as Emperor he wrote between 

fifty and seventy thousand letters, of which some forty thousand have been printed. 

Mr. Thompson chose three hundred of these for translation, aiming at a volume that 

would illustrate every aspect of Napoleon’s character and career. The result is a most 

readable collection. And for those who may wish to dig more deeply into the study of 

Napoleon Mr. Thompson has provided, in his brief but informative introduction, a 

list of the principal sources from which the letters in his collection have been taken. 

The book was first published in 1934 and is a worthy addition to Everyman’s Library. 


(92) 


ALBERT SCHWEITZER: An Introduction. Jacques Feschotte. With two 
unpublished addresses by Albert Schweitzer. Translated from the French by 
John Russell. Black, 7s.6d. 1954. 22cm. 132 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 
Bibliography. 

A brief study, written with infectious enthusiasm, of one of the truly great men of 

our time. The author concentrates upon Schweitzer’s upbringing, and enables us to 

grasp the extent to which his character and outlook have been formed by his Alsatian 
background. We learn something of the extraordinary range of his interests, cultivated 
deliberately over the years and producing at regular intervals a masterpiece of thought, 
criticism, or interpretation. The book has additional value in that it contains two 
unpublished addresses by Schweitzer: an amusing account of a childhood episode and 
the famous French Academy address on Ethics in Human Thought. (92) 


. 


THOREAU. William Condry. Witherby, 9s.6d. 1954. 20}cm. 114 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. (Great Naturalists) 


The main work which Henry Thoreau praduced during his comparatively short life 
and by which he is particularly known—Walden or Life in the Woods—was published 
100 years ago. Mr. Condry is at pains in this brief biography to show Thoreau not 
only as a naturalist, but as a member of the brilliant New England literary circle which 
gave to the world the works of Emerson, Hawthorne and Wendell Holmes. It is a 
competent, sympathetic and stimulating account of Thoreau’s social and literary 
background which may induce readers to go back to a book which has been strangely 
neglected in recent years. (92) 
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GILBERT WHITE. R. M. Lockley. Witherby, 9s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 
128 pages. Portrait frontispiece. (Great Naturalists) 


For those who have read the History of Selborne and thrilled momentarily to its 
vigorous description and pertinacious curiosity, this book may reawaken their interest 
by revealing the kind of life that White led and the status he enjoyed among his 
parishioners as well as among naturalists. One hopes it may even send them back to 
Selborne again, for, as Mr. Lockley shows, it is far more than just a random accumula- 
tion of notes. It was worked on painstakingly for nearly a lifetime and portrays the 
author almost as well as the things he observed. This is a pleasantly-written bio- 
graphical sketch of the famous parson-naturalist. (92) 


KING EDWARD VIII—DUKE OF WINDSOR. Hector Bolitho. 
4th edition, revised. Peter Owen, 16s. 1954. 22 cm. 226 pages. 7 plates. Index. 


It is hardly necessary to introduce this book to those interested in the modern British 
political scene. First published in 1937, it scored an immediate success. It now appears 
in a revised edition with a new introductory chapter. As a plain account of Edward 
VIII's life down to the abdication the book will stand until the official documents 
become available for a more revealing account of what went on behind the scenes 
during a period fraught with such great consequences for political and constitutional 
history. (92) 


THE DOCTOR’S DISCIPLES. A Study of Four Pupils of Arnold of Rugby: 
Stanley, Gell, Clough, William Arnold. Frances J. Woodward. Oxford University 
Press, 218. 1954. 22 cm. 2§2 pages. 7 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


This book outlines the life of each of four men who were pupils of Dr. Arnold when 
he was headmaster of Rugby (1828-42). Miss Woodward discusses the moral ideals 
which he inculcated, his attitude to dogmatic religion, and points out the secret of his 
unparalleled power with the young. The four “ disciples” whom she considers are 
A. P. Stanley, who became Dean of Westminster; J. P. Gell, who tried to transplant 
Rugby ideals to Tasmania; A. H. Clough, the well-known poet; and the doctor’s 
fourth son William Arnold, eventually first Director of Education in the Punjab. 
Each is seen in his quest for truth in his vocation influenced by the doctor’s ideals. 
Well-written and documented, the book will be of interest to a wide range of readers. 


(920) 


Heraldry 


THE QUEEN’S BEASTS. Described by H. Stanford London. Newman 
Neame, 8s.6d. 1954. 284 cm. $6 pages. 11 drawings in colour by Edward Bawden 
and Cecil Keeling. 10 photographs. Endpaper genealogical chart. 


An account of the ten great heraldic beasts, fashioned by Mr. James Woodford, which 
stood guard outside Westminster Abbey during the Coronation of the Queen and are 
now preserved at Hampton Court. Notes on the beasts’ historical background and 
heraldic significance are provided by Mr. Stanford London, Norfolk Herald Extra- 
ordinary, while Sir George Bellew, Garter King of Arms, contributes an authoritative 
foreword. There are photographic reproductions of Mr. Woodford’s work in addition 
to designs of all the beasts by the two artists, whose modern treatment of traditional 
subjects is interesting though sometimes lacking in heraldic details. (929°6) , 
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Europe 
THE EUROPEAN INHERITANCE. Edited by Sir Ernest Barker, 
Sir George Clark, Professor P. Vaucher. 3 vols. Oxford University Press, 105s. the 
set, or 42s. per vol. 1954. 22} cm. $72: 420: 434 pages. 24: 15: 12 plates. 12:5:7 maps. 
Bibliography (Vol. I). Index (each vol.). 
Although this considerable work was originally planned to meet the needs of students 
in the upper forms of secondary schools, and in the early years of university courses, 
it will interest a wider public, and deserves notice from the nature of the ideas out of 
which it grew. It was originally planned in connection with the deliberations of the 
Conference of Allied Ministers of Education during the years 1943-45 as a record 
of Europe and the overseas growth of Europe set down by a number of scholars of 
European birth with the intention of communicating to the youth of Europe, as 
dispassionately and as justly as possible, some sense of the inheritance of Europe, and 
the spread and influence of that inheritance. The team of contributors comprise 
historians of European repute, and the result of their co-operation is a survey of 
European history which will appeal to all interested in the evolution of the European 
world. (940) 


World War II 
THE WAR AT SEA 1939-1945. Vol. I. The Defensive. Captain S. W. 
Roskill. H.M. Stationery Office, 42s. 1954. 25 cm. 688 pages. 68 illustrations. 43 maps 
and diagrams. 26 tables. Index. (History of the Second World War: United Kingdom 
Military Series) 
This, the first of three volumes, covers the period from the beginning of the war until 
the end of 1941. The author has been remarkably successful in telling his complicated 
and many-sided story in a manner which can be understood even by those not versed 
in maritime strategy and tactics. Among the important operations recorded are the 
remarkable rescue of British and Allied troops from Dunkirk; the stern Battle of 
the Atlantic against the U-Boats; the loss of the Hood and the subsequent chase and 
destruction of the Bismarck; and, finally, the great disaster which transformed the 
balance of power in the Far East, when the Repulse and Prince of Wales were sunk by 
attacks from the air. Captain Roskill does not hesitate to comment and criticise where 
he deems it necessary. The numerous clear track-charts and maps are valuable 
additions to this most interesting history. (940-545) 


THE UNSEEN AND SILENT. Adventures from the Underground 
Movement narrated by Paratroops of the Polish Home Army. Translated from the 
Polish by George Iranek-Osmecki. Sheed & Ward, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 368 pages. 
6 illustrations. 2 maps. 

This book describes, in a series of episodic and chronological records written by the 

actual participants, the course of the armed struggle within Poland during the years 

of German and Russian occupation from 1939 to 1945. The narrators are surviving 
paratroopers, who escaped in the early days, were trained in England and then dropped 
into their native country. They tell of their preparations, of the part they played in the 

Polish Home Army and in the Warsaw Rising. Written in a vivid style and bearing 

the mark of authenticity, this is a record of a nation’s undying gallantry in the face 

of ferocious and bestial oppression. (940-548) 
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RETURN FROM HELL. Jules Roy. Translated from the French by 
Mervyn Savill. Kimber, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 240 pages. 9 illustrations. 
Jules Roy was captain of an aircrew in a Free French Bomber squadron equipped 
with Halifax aircraft, which operated under Bomber Command during 1944. He 
gives graphic descriptions of several of the thirty-seven raids on German industrial 
and other targets in which he took part. His vivid narrative makes it almost possible 
to visualise the fierce opposition from anti-aircraft fire and night fighters which the 
bombers encountered and the narrow escapes from death the crews had, and he 
expresses freely and frankly the feelings of men who often feared that they might 
not land back safely on their own airfield. (940-548) 


Britain 
FREEDOM OF THE PARISH. Geoffrey Grigson. Phoenix House, 21. 
1954. 22 cm. 208 pages. 19 photographs. Map. Bibliography. 

The village of Pelynt is not far from Looe in East Cornwall. The author takes us 
through ‘ the continent of his parish’ from the middle ages to the present day. In an 
agreeable and intimate way he explores in turn each facet of the place from baronets 
and church to plants, fish, villagers and visitors. For all of these help to shape the 
feelings and therefore the values, character and judgments of those who have lived in 
Pelynt. In a sense this is the parish of every man: in it are the things which matter to 
all of us. Charming photographs, an appendix on place-names and a valuable biblio- 
graphy complete a delightful and scholarly work. (942) 


Italy 


ENGLAND AND THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE. The Growth 
of Interest in its History and Art. J. R. Hale. Faber, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 216 pages. 
Notes. Index. 


The Italian Renaissance has always been a loose and much disputed term, equally in a 
political and an artistic context, when applied to the period of Italian history extending 
roughly from 1250 to 1550. English writers were slow to master either of these fields; 
apart from the work of travellers and translators of continental historians very little 
of interest had been written before 1750. Since then the theme has been almost 
submerged beneath rival interpretations, and Mr. Hale has written a most useful book 
in sorting out and assessing the value of English contributions, and incidentally 
recording the history of the taste for Italian painting before Raphael. His survey 
extends to the end of the nineteenth century, concluding with an interesting essay on 
J. A. Symonds. Both Symonds and Ruskin are revealed as influenced to a remarkable 
degree by personal or temperamental factors which inhibit their aesthetic and historical 
judgments. (945) 


CAVOUR AND GARIBALDI 1860. A Study in Political Conflict. 
D. Mack Smith. Cambridge University Press, 45s. 1954. 24 cm. 470 pages. 2 plates. 
Endpaper map. Index. 

Assuming a knowledge of the military and political background, this study concen- 

trates on a day-to-day scrutiny of political developments from April to December, 

1860, in Sicily and Naples, ending with their annexation to Piedmont. Garibaldi, the 

brilliant general, appears also as the better ruler, whose selfless patriotism, tolerance, 

and sense of the needs of the moment brought out the best in those he led and 
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governed. Cavour, the abler, nay all too astute intelligence, created the diplomatic 
conditions for the success of the Risorgimento. His weakness lay in internal policy 
where he put class before nation, Piedmont before Italy, and by his treatment of the 
southerners laid the foundation of the Mezzogiorno problem which has festered until 
today. This is an estimate wounding to Piedmontese susceptibilities and running 
counter to accepted views, but well documented from much new material. —_ (945) 


Crimea 
VOICE FROM THE RANKS. A Personal Narrative of the Crimean 
Campaign by a Sergeant of the Royal Fusiliers. Edited by Kenneth Fenwick. 
Folio Society, 15s. 1954. 22cm. Portrait frontispiece. Numerous contemporary 
wood-engravings from battlefront sketches by war artists. Endpaper decorations. 
The editor has shortened very considerably the original work by Sergeant-Major 
Timothy Gowing, A Soldier’s Experience (first published in 1886), and has rearranged 
the episodes in chronological order—thus making the narrative easier to follow. 
Gowing took part in all the major actions of the Crimean War, which he describes 
simply and graphically. He does not hesitate to give details of the appalling conditions 
under which British soldiers laboured in this distressing campaign, owing to the 
many mistakes of the generals on the spot and bad administration at home. (947) 


Korea 
THE EDGE OF THE SWORD. Anthony Farrar-Hockley. Muller, 
12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 276 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Endpaper maps. 

A first-hand account of the Gloucestershire Regiment in the Imjin Battle in Korea. 
Captain Farrar-Hockley, as Adjutant of his Battalion and later in command of a 
company, covered the whole of the battle area and describes the action in a modest 
but vivid narrative. Taken prisoner, he tells of captivity under appalling conditions, 
of escape and recapture, of interrogations accompanied by fiendish brutality in the 
political prison at Pyongyang, and of life with the Chinese both in and outside 
prisons. It is a story of amazing fortitude of officers and men of the Gloucesters, Ulster 
Rifles, Northumberland Fusiliers, 8th Hussars and many others, including Australians 
and Americans. (951-9) 


India 


THE TRANSFER OF POWER IN INDIA, 1945-47. E. W. R. 
Lumby. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 276 pages. 2 maps. Index. 
A clear and reasonably objective account of the negotiations in the last years of British 
rule in India—particularly the Simla Conference of 1945 under Lord Wavell, Sir 
Stafford Cripps’s Cabinet Mission in 1946, and the final organisation of the transfer 
of power under Mountbatten. Some may feel that less than justice is done to Mr. 
Jinnah and Pakistan in the book’s treatment of partition, and of the disorders and near 
civil war that followed. The book is based entirely upon documentary sources, and 
limited to the reactions expressed by the major political groups; it has therefore 
something of an academic flavour in a field where conflicting personalities and 
emotional and religious pressures have played so great a part. (954-08) 


East Africa 

AFRICAN AFTERTHOUGHTS. Sir Philip Mitchell. Hutchinson, 18s. 
1954. 23¢ cm. 292 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Endpaper maps. Tables. Index. 

The distinguished ex-Governor of Kenya, now retired to farm in Africa, gives the 

considered reflections of one who has spent over forty years in colonial service, mainly 
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in East Africa with excursions as Governor of Fiji and High Commissioner for 
the Western Pacific. He recalls the old days, and the campaign of 1916-18 against the 
German Command in East Africa. But the main value lies in his account of the origins 
of the East Africa High Commission, of which he was an architect. The White Paper of 
1927 on Future Policy in East Africa is discussed at length, and such topics as land 
tenure and indirect rule. His chapters on the Kikuyu and Mau Mau are useful, but 
were completed, as he points out, a year ago. A valuable foreword by Lord Hailey 
recalls Sir Philip Mitchell’s contribution, as Governor, to the economic development 


of Kenya. (967) 


Canada 


CANADA’S SOLDIERS, 1604-1954. The Military History of an 
Unmilitary People. George F. G. Stanley, in collaboration with Harold M. Jackson. 
Macmillan ( Toronto, Canada), $6.00. 1954. 24 cm. 410 pages. Frontispiece. Facsimile. 
20 maps. Endpaper maps. Index. 


In 1604 Canada was defended haphazardly by the muskets of individual settlers; in 
1953 22,000 Canadians served in Korea. The story of the arrival and departure of the 
French and English forces in Canada, and of the development of Canada’s citizen army 
is told for the first time by the head of the Department of History at the Royal 
Military College of Canada. French, British, and Canadian military policies and 
strategy are explained clearly with the help of excellent maps, and details of the more 
important battles are included. This is a stimulating and important contribution to 
Canadian historical study. (971) 


Mexico 


LIFE IN MEXICO. Frances Calderén de la Barca. Introduction by 
Manuel Romero de Terreros, Marqués de San Francisco. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1954. 
184. cm. $70 pages. Glossary. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

This reissue brings back into print these well-known letters on Mexico in the years 

1839-1842. Fanny Inglis, after a childhood spent in Edinburgh, where she was born, 

was taken to the United States, and in Washington met and married Don Angel 

Calderén de la Barca shortly before his appointment as Spanish Minister to Mexico. 

Their stay in that country occasioned these discursive letters, published in 1843. They 

are naive and amateurish writing but are properly considered as a minor classic of 

Mexican documentation. Read today they give pleasure not unlike that they afforded 

Prescott when he read them in manuscript. (972) 


Australia 


THE LEGEND OF THE NINETIES. Vance Palmer. Melbourne University 
Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press (London), 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 
175 pages. Bibliography. 

A well-known Australian author examines in detail for the first time the formation 

of Australia’s national tradition. In doing this he scrutinises the legend that the nineties 

was ‘a period of intense artistic and political activity in which the genius of this 
young country had a brief and brilliant flowering’ and finds that it ‘has a close 
connection with historical reality ’. Moreover, he presents an integrated and scholarly 
picture of the political, economic and cultural life of Australia during this period. 
Clearly written, the book provides an excellent background for anyone wishing to 
understand the Australia of today. (994-04) 
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THE HOUSE WILL DIVIDE. A Review of Australian Federal Politics 
in the past Twenty-five Years. Don Whitington. Georgian House (Melbourne, 
Australia): Phoenix House (London), 22s.6d. 1954. 224 cm. 200 pages. Index. 

The political history of Australia in the twentieth centurv has yet to be written, but 

Don Whitington, a political journalist, tells some of the story in this book, which 

reviews Federal politics from the first Bruce-Page government to the present day. 

Packed with information, its value lies mainly in the conciseness of the description of 

events and in the thumbnail sketches of personalities. The book finishes with a descrip- 


tion of political forces in Australia and a note on the outlook for 1954. (994:05) 


FICTION 

General 

FOOTMAN IN POWDER. A Panorama. Helen Ashton. Collins, 12s.6d. 

1954. 20} cm. 320 pages. Bibliography. 

Helen Ashton, who knows her Regency period well, has written an imaginative and 
spirited chronicle of life in the various royal households from the 1770s to 1830 as seen 
from below-stairs by a generation of faithful servants. Her skilful amalgam of known 
fact and fictional interpretation succeeds admirably in re-creating the gregarious, 
restless, and colourful mood of the time, and rewards the reader with living and 
convincing portraits of such figures as pitiful Queen Caroline and her ill-starred 
daughter Charlotte to whom history, unaided by imaginative intuition, has failed to 
do justice. 


THE AMPERSAND. Jack Common. Turnstile Press, tos.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
250 pages. 

English fiction today is almost entirely occupied with the activities of the middle-class 
and a book in which the hero is the son of an engine-driver is therefore a novelty, if 
nothing more. But The Ampersand is something more—a blunt though good- 
natured satire on the world of small-scale business some thirty years ago, told in the 
form of a biography of a young Tynesider who gets on because he has the drive and 
irresponsibility of engaging rascality. Mr. Common is a bit brash—but this fault can 
be overlooked for the sake of the infectious high spirits to be found in his book. 


FALLING STREAM. Hester W. Chapman. Cape, 10s.6d. 1954. 194m. 
224 pages. 

Although Miss Chapman perhaps tries too hard to be ‘ contemporary ’ and so becomes 
merely fashionable in her preoccupation with eccentricity, southern splendour, and 
aristocratic elegance, her book has many commendable virtues. The story of three 
middle-aged people on holiday in Italy—a man and his wife and a friend of long 
standing who becomes the husband’s mistress—is told in plain prose that is yet 
capable of delicate irony, rich comedy, nostalgic evocation, and picturesque descrip- 
tion. A first-rate * popular’ novel. 


A POINT OF BALANCE. Barbara Collard. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 11s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 224 pages. 

In the organised social order of today many people receive summary classification 

because they are necessarily considered as ‘cases’ rather than personalities. The 

novelist corrects this wrong emphasis by being concerned with humanity and not 

with efficient administration. Miss Collard’s heroine would technically be designated a 

* delinquent type’, but her story—that of a girl with a ‘ bad start’ who enters a 
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different social class and strays from man to man in a search for stability—is told with 
an understanding that makes her at once an individual and a representative of all who 
are morally adrift in an uncomfortable world. 


THE HOFFMANN EPISODE. Jeffrey Dell. Cape, 10s.6d. 1954. 194 cm. 
192 pages. 

Set in modern Occupied Germany, this story deals with a tragic situation that is no 
less tragic for being treated in a way that makes it exciting and often extremely funny. 
It tells, mainly, of a clash of opinion deriving from difference of character between 
two officers on the Control Commission—a clash concerned with giving the Germans 
the superficialities of the ‘ British way of life’ or giving them justice. The difference 
comes to a head in a conflict over a man who may be a ruthless war criminal—or an 
innocent victim of the concentration camps. A well-written, intelligent book. 


THE WORLD IN THE EVENING. Christopher Isherwood. Methuen, 
12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 334 pages. 


Mr. Isherwood uses effectively a confidential, ‘ autobiographical ’ medium; his moral 
intent is, perhaps, responsible for a certain dulling of the sharp outline and bland irony 
of his style of the thirties. In the home of a devout Quaker lady in the America of 
1941 Stephen Monk, a rich and purposeless cosmopolitan, relives—and revalues— 
his past years spent in England and on the Continent. Semi-adolescent, 
semi-intelligent, semi-amoral, he is unconsciously cruel to his first wife and lacks true 
understanding of her qualities (she is a famous novelist, older and wiser than he). 
Their relations are remorselessly displayed, as are Stephen’s affairs with a homosexual 
and the young American whom he later marries—and equally fails to understand. 
If Mr. Isherwood is more at home in portraying sinners than ‘ saints’, his book is 
extremely readable and has its moments of acute insight into the interplay of 
personalities. 


THE BOND OF GREEN WITHY. Berta Lawrence. Werner Laurie, 
12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 286 pages. 


The marshy tract of Sedgemoor, where Charles II’s natural son, Monmouth, was 
defeated by James II in a famous battle, is the scene of this solidly constructed novel. 
Here, in the closing years of the last century, comes Catherine England to marry a 
humble withy grower, sedulously cultivating the osiers that are used to make baskets. 
Catherine is determined to make a success of the business for her sons’ sake. The 
struggle is arduous and her growing family contrive to puzzle, disappoint and gratify 
her. The strange fascination of Sedgemoor is made plain in the author’s excellent 
descriptions and the details of the vicissitudes of a withy grower’s life combine with 
them to win the reader’s unflagging attention. 


BHOWANI JUNCTION. John Masters. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1954. 
20} cm. 368 pages. 

Mr. Masters has been praised highly for his powers as a story-teller, and Bhowani 
Junction shows that such praise is well deserved. The story deals with India at the time 
of the Partition, showing how this momentous event was experienced by the residents 
of a small railway settlement. Against a background of conspiracy and sabotage a 
drama of racial relationships is acted out by an English officer, an Indian, and two 
Eurasians—a complexity of emotions described and elucidated by a writer whose 
intelligence matches his skill in narrative and characterisation. 
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A VILLA IN SUMMER. Penelope Mortimer. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 272 pages. 

The social changes that have taken place in Britain often result in formerly comfortable 
and dominant groups becoming depressed minorities. Mrs. Mortimer successfully 
depicts the plight of one family of such a group—a young barrister and his wife who 
flee from the tribulations of life on an inadequate income in a constricted town flat to 
the even less endurable tribulations of life in a rural retreat that does not belong to 
them. Mrs. Mortimer creates sympathy for her characters by strict attention to fact, 
noting it down with accuracy and satiric wit. An accomplished first novel. 


UNDER THE NET. Iris Murdoch. Chatto & Windus, 12s.6d. 1954. 20§ cm. 
286 pages. 

Considerable literary virtuosity, much intelligence, and a keen sense of the ludicrous 
inform this amusing story in a picaresque genre. The hero is a penniless young writer 
of no fixed occupation and no fixed abode (he lives rent free on a succession of friends) ; 
he is gaily unscrupulous, solemnly quixotic. The narrative whips along at a tremendous 
speed—indeed Donaghue is always frantically on the move in Bohemian London or 
Paris, chasing money, chasing elusive friends, stealing a valuable Alsatian with the 
idea of blackmailing its owner. Although Donaghue’s adventures are absurd, Miss 
Murdoch has subtly made him a most human and even lovable figure, and the 
several subsidiary characters are drawn with effortless precision and wit. 


ST. THOMAS’S EVE. Jean Plaidy. Hale, 10s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 252 pages. 


This tells the story of the family and the official life of Sir Thomas More (1478-1535), 
one of the greatest scholars and lawyers of his day and eventually Lord Chancellor. 
Although, as the story well shows, he carried out his unsought official duties with an 
integrity which finally cost him his life, his hopes and devotion were centred in his 
family. His children are seen maturing under his wise guidance until they became a 
delectable household that attracted contemporary admiration. They are also seen as 
gtadually being swept into his official life as events moved to the final scene, his 
execution on St. Thomas’s Eve. The book is a vivid and authentic reconstruction of 
a past age. 


THE AFFABLE HANGMAN. Ramén J. Sender. Translated from the 
Spanish by Florence Hall. Cape, 12s.6d. 1954. 19} cm. 336 pages. 


This unusual picaresque novel has the quality of allegory stiffened by grim satire. 
It is the story of a boy who, hated by his mother because of his illegitimacy, leaves 
home, joins a circus, becomes involved with anarchists, thieves, perverts, and 
prostitutes, lands in gaol, and takes part in the Spanish Civil War. Finally, wishing to 
stand apart from life, he becomes a hangman—but is ironically drawn back into life 
at the end of the story. The * message” of this book can be interpreted in a variety 
of ways—but there is no doubt about its power and strange beauty. 


THE LOVE EATERS. Mary Lee Settle. Heinemann, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
210 pages. 

The setting of this remarkably adroit first novel by a young American is a small town 

in the coal belt of the Alleghanies, where a rich business man and his wife are holding a 

drama festival. Two guests arrive, and at once a real-life drama develops alongside the 

stage dramas: the conventional standards of the family are disrupted as one of the 
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guests—who proves to be the illegitimate son of his host—is revealed as a person who 
‘feeds’ on the love of others. The strength of the book is less in its plot, however, 
than in the significance that Miss Settle cleverly extracts from it. 


THE CHARM OF HOURS. Peter Skelton. Chatto & Windus, 12s.6d. 
1954. 20} cm. 254 pages. 

This first novel is the mature study of an English youth who lives, between terms at a 
hated public school in England, in the luxurious family home at the village and seaside 
resort of Zarmdorn (Zandvoort?), not far from Amsterdam where his father owns a 
factory. He is an only child, shy and sensitive, and the book, reminiscent of A l’Ombre 
des Jeunes Filles en Fleur, is largely concerned with his fumbling adolescent approaches 
to local girls of varying social status. Apart from his penetrating insight into the 
feelings of the young, the author has quite outstanding powers of description, and is 
a skilful interpreter of the Dutch scene. 


Reprints 
THE OLD WIVES’ TALE. CLAYHANGER. ANNA OF THE 
FIVE TOWNS. RICEYMAN STEPS. THE GRAND BABYLON 
HOTEL. Arnold Bennett. Introduction to each volume by Frank Swinnerton. 
Penguin Books, 2s. each; The Old Wives’ Tale and Clayhanger 3s.6d. each. 1954. 
18 cm. 584: §28: 236: 278: 238 pages. Paper covers. 
For Arnold Bennett (1867-1931) an office ledger was as passionate a declaration of 
human endeavour as the score of a symphony; a public building was an ode; an urban 
street was a pilgrim’s way crowded with spiritual sorrows and glories. The things of 
this world were a joy to him because they manifested, in the humble terms of every- 
day, a spirit not of this world—man’s impulse to discover and create. This admiration 
of things-that-reveal-more-than-things is seen in each of these Penguin reprints: at 
its most conventional in the spree called The Grand Babylon Hotel (1902) describing 
mysterious negotiations in a home from home for millionaires; at its most simple in 
Anna of the Five Towns (1902) Bennett’s first novel about his native Staffordshire, and in 
Riceyman Steps (1923), an unsparing portrait of a miserly London bookseller; and at 
its most epic in his two studies of time and provincial family life—Clayhanger (1910) 
and The Old Wives’ Tale (1908). Realism is now out of favour, but these books reveal 
Bennett as no ordinary realist: he was a poet and mystic of the factual. 


ENGLAND MADE ME. Graham Greene. Pan Books, 2s. 1954. 18cm. 
190 pages. Paper covers. 

First published in 1935, this is one of the earlier books of Graham Greene which he 
described as * entertainments ’. It is a sketch for the mature works that were to follow, 
and the theme of those works—the corruption underlying the superficial gloss of 
civilisation—is foreshadowed in the form of a thriller about international finance that 
is exciting, sharp in observation, and full of scenes that have the immediacy of good 
cinema. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
THE CHILDREN OF GREEN KNOWE. Lucy M. Boston. Faber, 
10s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 158 pages. Illustrations by Peter Boston. 
A lonely little boy of seven comes to live with his grandmother in an old house that 
is like a castle, and feels immediately at home, for the old lady has a delicate under- 
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standing of children. The boy becomes aware of the presence of other children in the 
house, but at first they elude him. He discovers that they are both there and not there 
—being the shades of three children who died long ago—and enters into a delightful 
companionship with them. There is magic in the book in more senses than one. The 

uality of the writing, sensitive, felicitous, gives constant pleasure. A book of rare 
tendon that will enchant the imaginative child of any but the youngest age— 
and not a few discriminating adults. 


TAI-LU’S BIRTHDAY PARTY. Shelagh Fraser and Billy Thatcher. 
Publicity Products, 2s. 1954. 21 cm. 12 pages. Illustrations in colour by Janet and 
Anne Grahame-Johnstone. (Twirly Books) 

This neat little tale for children aged three to five relates an adventure which befell 

Princess Tai-Lu, a beautiful Siamese cat with a magic kink in her tail. She and her 

animal friends discover they have brought a hamper of laundry to the woods instead 

of a picnic basket, but their disappointment fades when they are invited to tea with 

Hetty the Harvest Mouse after the Princess has rescued her from Willie Weasel. The 

coloured drawings are very pleasing and the animative device on the cover has an 

irresistible attraction. 


IRISH SAGAS AND FOLK-TALES. Retold by Eileen O’Faolain. Oxford 
University Press, 12s.6d. 1954. 224 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by 
Joan Kiddell-Monroe. Glossary. (Oxford Myths and Legends) 

Eileen O’Faolain retells soberly and directly some of the sagas of pre-Christian Ireland 

— tales of magic, love, or arms’, with arms predominating. They include the famous 

central episode of “The Cattle Raid of Cooley’. These stories of a pastoral people, 

which have undergone considerable change in transmission, are full of inconsequential 

and violent action and plunge from tragedy to comedy and back again without a 

pause. They should appeal to children, and probably most strongly to those of twelve 

to fourteen years. 


LEGIONS OF THE EAGLE. Henry Treece. Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1954. 
204 cm. 172 pages. Illustrations by Christine Price. Map. Glossary. 


An extremely vivid and interesting story for boys (from twelve onwards) about 
Britain in A.D.43. It relates the fortunes of the young son of a Belgic chief who is 
fighting for Caratacus against the Romans. Gwydion is captured by the Legions but 
is handsomely treated and sent to Gaul to be a companion to a centurion’s son. The 
boys, however, eventually make their way to Britain and become involved in the 
perils, hardships and excitements of warfare. There is credible character drawing and 
there are many warmly human touches in this rousing narrative, in which the Roman 
ideals of civilisation and justice are shown to advantage. 


KNIGHT CRUSADER. Ronald Welch. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 
19$4. 22 cm. 272 pages. Illustrations by William Stobbs. Endpaper maps. 


The setting of this story is Outremer, the Latin kingdom founded by the Crusaders 
remaining in the East after the First Crusade (1096). About 1185, this kingdom, much 
diminished, is threatened by a new Saracen leader, Saladin. The story relates the 
exploits of a young knight, Philip d’Aubigny, in imaginary adventures and in actual 
events and battles. He fights in the battles of Tiberias and Hattim (1187), when the 
Crusaders are defeated and he is taken prisoner. Escaping, he is eventually with 
Richard I in the Third Crusade, and finally come to Britain to claim his family estate. 
This excellent tale should have a wide age range from eleven upwards. 
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Ceramic Sculpture 
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35/- net. 


Pneumoconiosis Abstracts. Vol. |. 
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“* Supersedes the older works on 
architectural biography in com- 
prehensiveness and detail. None 
of the arts in England has been 
served with a book of reference 
of anything like the finality of 
Mr. Colvin’s survey.”— 

John Summerson. 
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ARCHITECTS 
1660—1840 


H. M. COLVIN 


The biographies of over 1,000 
architects and master-builders 
with a fully documented list of 
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ELIZABETH 
BARRETT to 
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Hitherto unpublished letters, 
Edited and introduced by 


BETTY MILLER 


author of * Robert Browning ~ 


This illuminating correspondence 
covers a vital period in the life of 
Elizabeth Barrett — the years 
1836-46. This was the domicile 
of the Barretts in London, the 
establishment of her fame as a 
poet, and the arrival of Robert 
Browning, and marriage. 

Illustrated. 25s. net 
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Your favourite listening 
at last in book form! 


THE ARCHERS 
OF AMBRIDGE 


by Geoffrey Webb 
and Edward J. Mason 





** The Archers '’ have brought to millions 
of listeners a feeling of real understanding 
and participation in English country life. 
Day by day a multitude of old and young 
listen eagerly to the unfolding of the life of 
the people of Ambridge, a chronicle of 
hopes and ambitions, fears and disappoint- 
ments, joys and sorrows which are part of 
the fabric of life in the country. 


The spoken word passes away, so here is 
a permanent record, written by the 
authors whose skill created these charac- 
ters, of dramatic and stirring events which 
for a time rocked the peace of Ambridge 
but which, like so many other great events 
during the long history of the countryside, 
had finally to yield to the spirit of the 
people and their village. 
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Every listener to 
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will want this book! 
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Kant’s First Critique 


H. W. CASSIRER 
One of the few detailed investigations 
of the text of Kant’s Critique of Pure 
Reason it is both critical and expository. 
Muirhead Library of Philosophy. 
About 30s. 


The Foreign Office 


LORD STRANG 

The former Permanent Under- 
Secretary of State in the Foreign Office, 
gives a vivid and sometimes controversial 
picture of the organisation and daily 
life of the British Foreign Service. This 
is the second book in the New Whitehall 
series. About 15s. 


Memoirs of 
Eduard Benes 


An indispensable historical record of 
the views and actions of a man who for 
twenty-five years was one of Europe’s 
most prominent statesmen. Translated 
by Godfrey Lias. About 35s. 


Germany’s Comeback 
to the World Market 


LUDWIG ERHARD 


The Minister for Economics in the 
German Federal Republic, gives a detailed 
account of how Germany effected the 
remarkable comeback which has created 
keen interest and concern in this country. 
A book to read and ponder. 

Illustrated. About 21s. 


Principles of 
Social Reconstruction 


BERTRAND RUSSELL 
Thirteenth Impression. 9s.6d. 


Jeremy Bentham’s 
Economic Writings 
Vol. 3. 


DR. W. STARK 

The third volume which is to conclude 
this critical edition of Jeremy Bentham’s 
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God and Man in the 
Old Testament 


LEON ROTH 

In some five hundred passages, this 
Biblical anthology attempts to bring 
together in their original wording, the 
highest expressions of the Biblical view 
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obligations and, together with them, its 
sanctions and warnings. About 9s. 6d. 


World Population and 
World Food Supplies 


SIR JOHN RUSSELL 
This great work surveys (i) the distri- 
bution of the world’s population and 
(ii) the food production of all the 
countries which enter the world’s food 
market. The outcome of years of work, 
it will remain unique in it’s generation. 
Illustrated. About 50s. 


University Representa- 
tion in England 


1604-1690. 
MILLICENT BARTON REX 

Deals with University representation 
in Parliament, from it’s origins, as part 
of one of England’s most notable periods 
of constitutional development. 30s. 


The Life of Jesus 


M. GOGUEL 
Second Impression. 35s. 
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